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Foreword 

In 1999 Tadley and District History Society (TAOS) published 
Aro111ul Tadley- fact and fable, an encyclopaedia of information 
about Tadley and the surrounding area. During 1997-98, when 
we were researching material for the book, we asked local people 
for help and information. We kept being refered to Florence 
Davidson's The History ofTmlley, published in 1913. We were 
shown but never aUowed keep, several old re-typed editions 
of this long out of print publication. One almost felt as if the 
Antiques Roadshow came to Tad ley someone would produce a 
copy for examination and valuation! 

Over recent years TAOS has tried to keep the memory of the 
book alive by suggesting re-publication, whilst at the same time 
researching the life of its author, Florence Davidson. 

In 2007 Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council publicised 
a scheme of grants awarded for projects promoting the heritage 
of the Borough. TAOS thought a proper new edition of the book 
might be a suitable project for consideration. We discussed the 
purpose of the reprint and how we might add to the original. 
Eventually it was decided that we should seek to make more 
people aware of this historic document by impro\ ing the 
presentation, while adding to it with comments, background 
information and where necessary modern interpretations. As 
part of the project copies of the book will be donated to local 
schools to encourage the younger generation to take a greater 
interest in the history of their part of the Borough. 

Our thanks go to Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council 
for their financial backing which has given us the freedom to 
undertake additional research and produce such a professional 
edition. We hope you enjO)' llorcnce's book. 

Tarllcy onrl District History Society, 2008 
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Florence Davidson 
and family- a biography 

Florence Alexandrina Grieg Davidson (1857- 1955) was born 

in the United States of America, the youngest of six daughters 

born to Mary and William Jarvis Davidson. Her mother was 

American but William was born in Scotland in 1813-14. His 

occupation in 1850 is recorded as a merchant. He had obviously 
:ved in America for some time prior to this as their eldest 

daughter, Mary, was born there in 1842. Some time between t86o 

and 1871 the family moved to England as the 1871 census shows 
Mary and William with five daughters and two servants Hiving 

in Nottingham. In 1868 daughter Mary had married Augustus 
Bolle de Ia Salle. No record of Mary, Augustus and their three 

children are found after 1881. Following the death of her father, 

in 1876, Florence, her mother and the other four unmarried 

sisters: Lucy, Jessie, Charlotte and Lillias Campbell, moved south 

to Portsmouth. In 1882 Lucy married Peter McQuid and by a 

strange coincidence when Peter died in 1909 the address on his 

will and probate was 'The Laurels', Basingstoke. 
The main recorded place of residence for Florence, her 

three sisters and their mother, remained in Portsmouth. In 

1904 their mother, Mary, died aged 84 years. The sisters were 'of 
independent means' having inherited income and property in 
the United States. No doubt to occupy their time and intellect, 

Florence and Lillias took up writing. The British Library 

catalogue records 19 fiction and non-fiction titles written by 
Lilli as, with later re-prints of !lome books. I Ier first, Hi11ts to lady 
travellers at home nnd abronrl, was published in 1889. One other 

book attributed to her is in the Devon collection of children's 
books at Exeter Library. Her writings continued to be published 

right up to 1935, the year after her death. 



THE HISTORY OF T-\DLEY by Florence Davidson ......_, 

Possibly inspired by her sisters' achievements, Florence had 
what is believed to be her first book, King Alfred's Winchester: 
the Ancient Capital of England, published in 1899. She developed 
a passion for the history of north Hampshire, perhaps due in 
part to the fact that Lillias had a country house in Pamber Road, 
Silchester known as 'Cole Byron'. Jack Lambden (1904-99) lived 
near 'Cole Byron' as a boy and recalled that he, with other local 
lads, would go there to weed Miss Davidson's garden, for which 
they were paid. This is supported by a reference in The Book 
ofSilchester by James Thomson c1915 (vol1 page 150), where 
he states" ... Miss Lillias Campbell Davidson and Miss Amy 
McLaren, both well-known authoresses, have country houses in 
Silchester". It would seem probable that Florence spent much of 
her time in this area writing a succession of local histories. 

Florence and her four elder sisters remained dose throughout 
their lives, all residing in Hampshire. Each lived to a venerable 
age: Lucy died in 1929 (aged 84 years), Lillias in 1934 (aged So 
years), Jessie in 1936 (aged 88 years) and Charlotte in 1944 (aged 
94 years). When Florence left Hampshire we do not know, but 
she later moved to Exeter where she died in a nursing home on 
13 April1955. What such a prolific and enthusiastic local historian 
did for the forty years following her last known publication 
in 1914-15 is not known. Her book The Romance of Children's 
Games now lodged, like her sister's book, at Exeter Library, 
may have been written later. It has, however, become apparent, 
through recently acquired letters sent by Florence, that by 1927 
she was living in Exeter. At the age of 70 and conscious of the 
wealth of research material in her possession, it appears that 
over the next few years she dispatched documents to relevant 
interested parties, libraries and archival repositories. Florence 
is buried in Exeter Higher Cemetery, Heavitree. Sadly no 
headstone marks the site of her grave and no obituary was 
submitted to either the Exeter or Portsmouth local newspaper. 

In the years prior to her move to Exeter, Florence lived in 
Southsea, where her sisters Jessie and Lillias lived at the time of 
their deaths. The sole beneficiary of Florence's will was Pearl 
(Montagu Lowe) Jones of 8 St Ronan's Road, Southsea. We 
believe Pearl may have been a housemaid or companion to 
Florence, and perhaps also her sisters. 
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To obtain the copyright to re-publish The History ofTadley, 
we took advice from the executors of her probate, The National 
Westminster Bank, who confirmed that we should contact 
Pearl (Montagu Lowe) Jones or her executors/relatives. After 
considerable research the necessary permission was granted by 
Joy Montagu Hazelhurst Watts, a first cousin to Pearl who had 

died in 1989. 

We have been able to identify a considerable number of 
Florence's published works: 

King Alfred's Winchester: the ancient capital of England 
(Reprinted from 'The Englishwoman's Magazine'); Warren & 

Son, Winchester, 1899. 

The history of Monk Sherborne parish; Monk Sherborne and 
Pamber parish magazine, 1907-08. 

Monk Sherborne: a history of the parish and priory; C E Symonds, 
Basingstoke, 1909. 

The history of the Benedictine Priory of Monk Sherborne; 
Proceedings of the Hampshire Field Club and Archeological 

Society, vol vii pt 1 (pp 101-109), 1914. 

A research manuscript for Monk Sherborne is lodged at 
HRO. 94M71 PZ5. It is not attributed to any author but TADS 
informed them in 2007 it was believed to be written by FD it 
has the same typed hallmark as the Silchester MS. 

The history ofSilchester, Cl9IO; typewritten copy. 

A research manuscript for the two Silchester books is in the 
Local studies library at Reading - copy in TADS archive. 
Probable date 1910. Annotations confirmed in text -1913/1930. 

The history ofTadley/The history ofTadley parish; C E Symonds, 
Basingstoke, 1913. 

The history of Silchester parish, 1914; typewritten copy. 

The quaker burial grounds at Baughurst; Proceedings of the 
Hampshire Field Club and Archeological Society, vol vii, 1914. 

The romance of children's games; typewritten copy. 

Lodged at Exeter Library; part of the Devon Collection of early 
(pre 1840) children's books. 



Introduction 

This book was probably the last of Florence Davidson's local 
histories to be published. In it she places the history ofTadley 
within the context of events that were occurring locally, 
nationally and internationally. 

ll is a simplistic historical document, written more as 
an interesting read than as a reference source. It contains a 
considerable amount of information, some more historically 
accurate than the rest, which has been used over the years by the 
local population to regale family and friends. 

With the decision to re-print this history, leaving the original 
text unaltered, came the necessity to clarify and expand certain 
aspects of her work. The book is laid out with the original text 
on the right, odd numbered pages, with selected words and 

phrases highlighted in red. Opposite, on the illustrated pages, are 
the explanatory notes. To maximise the space for these notes, the 
authors name has been simplified to 'FO'. 

Some words and phrases may occur more than once in the 
text. It has not always been possible to include an explanation at 
their first mention as some pages contain far more information 
than others. 

There are throughout the text a number of spelling oddities 
which we have tried to correct or explain, where possible via 
the notes. For example, on page 22, FD refers to 'slates' when 
we believe she means 'slats' but on page 44 we can find no 
meaning or alternative for the word 'bough: All punctuation and 
grammatical errors remain as originally typed. 

Florence used a mix of primary and secondary source 
material but did not include a bibliography to identify these. 
They have only become apparent via ongoing research carried 
out by TAOS. We have added a bibliography which we hope, 
will enable readers to pursue further their own research of the 
history of Tadley. 
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witheys To J9h, flexoble brcJn<:hes 
esP' t wdlow ~r. spLt cJnd used 
for bond ng bund es of stocks. makong 
baskets etc In the noneteenth century 
the stnppong ofloccllfy grown wdlow 
provoded a g"''d 10come for Tadley 
men and wom n 
mast The fruots tnuts and acorns) of 
oak. beech and other forest trees 
rude Crude, roughly or unskllfully 
buolt 

Unoversoty of Readong e•cavations cJt 
Solche1ter, Summer 2004; Tddley and 
Disrncr History ScxX>ry 

Cafleva Atrebatum. meilmng place or 
town 1n the woods of the Atrebates, 
was iln Iron Age. dnd then Roman 
settlemPnt, founded by the Atreb<nes 
tribe prob.lbly between SO and 20 
BC. It ' . a SlgnofiCilnt dtchi!eologocill 
Site b('(ause. unlike most other 
Rom,ln towns 10 Bntaon, 1t was 
compl!'lt>ly cJbandoned <~her they 
ldt and was never buolt 0\ler The 
sole nldy ongonally have been chosen 
because ot was hidden and protected 
by 1ts env ronment. a gravel spur 
0\ll'rlookmg the Loddon Valley. about 
90 ml'tres abol!e sea ~e-.el. wuh 
comiTldnd ng VIews to the t-ast a11d 
south c1nd the onty access over level 
ground from the ~Nest. Large scale 
explor!ltoon or Cal eva forst bec)an 
on 1866 woth further work on 1892 
The ~o1P was re-buned on 1908-09 
H.unpshore County Counc•l bought 
the Roman Town sote 1n 1979, since 
when a research programme by 
thl' Unovl'rsoty of Rt>ad1ng has been 
ongoong woth annual archi!eolog cal 
dogs undertaken dunng the summN 



The History of Tadley 

To trace the history of the Parish, I must go back many hundreds 

of years, when there was no church and no houses in the village 
and when all this part of Hampshire was a dense forest that 

reached from Windsor to far beyond the borders of Berkshire. 

The trees grew thickly together, oak, birch and elm being grown 
on the low lands, while fir and beech was found on the higher 

ground. The underwood was so thick that it was very difficult 

to force ones way through it, as there was no one to thin it and 
cut down the old timber, while the many streams and marshes 

in it overflowed after rain and made the way quite impassable. 
Jn these marsh meadows and on the sides of the streams the 

witheys (willows) grew in abundance. All kinds of wild and 

savage animals which are not found to-day in England lived 

in the overgrown forest. Wolves used to prowl through the 
underbush, great wild boars with huge tusks fed on the fallen 

beech mast, while badgers and wild cats lived on the banks and 
in the trees. The few people who were in this part of Hampshire 

lived outside of the forest on the Downs near Basingstoke and 

I(llgsclere, in rude huts made of the branches of oak and birch, 
and the first paths that were made through Pamber Forest were 

the foot tracks that led from one of these groups of huts to 

another, and many of them are the same that you walk over 
to-day. These people were very savage and wild, living on the 

game they caught or killed with their bows and arrows, and 

dressing in the skins of the animals they had eaten. 
Then the Romans came to England and conquered it, 

building a large city at Silchester , where the remains of houses 

and Temples have been found inside the old city walls which we 
can still see to-day. 

These Roman people who over ran a great part of England 
brought many things into our country that were unknown 

before, but which are very common now. The British sheep 

9 



The earle! reference to fcldley IS 
rn 909 AD lhrs was to a wood 
whiCh was g~ as part of the 
MallOf of Overton to Fmhestan, the 
B1shop of W1nchester It 1s believed 
to relate to the more recent place 
name '81\hopswood' The early 
references to Tadley places 11 at 
modern Pamber End By the twelfth 
century 11 IS referred to .IS the manor 
of Tad ey but later becomes the 
manor of Wllhford or Wyford In 
the f1fteenth century the manor o' 
Wyford and the wood at fad ey, 
also referred to as 'Tad ey Pari<', 
pa~ 1nto the hands of me ludlow 
lamaly With whom they rema ned 

untol 1641 The medteval s11e of 
the VIllage of lad ey rs be eved to 
be near St Peters Church/Tad ey 
Place With l'Vldence of an early 
sen Prnentln th1s area docume~ted 
From the ~vt'nteenth century, for 
appro~ulliltely 2 SO years. the village 
wa~ located 10 what IS now the South 
TadiC'y Conservauon Area Gradually 
11 e~panded northwards a though 115 
grOW1h was not SJgn1f1cant untolthe 
d(.'llelopment of Aldermaston a rf1eld 
1n World War II and the subsequent 
bu1ldong of the AtomiC Weapons 
Research Establishment AWRE (now 

AWE) 

WELCOME TO 
TAD LEY 

medlers (medlars) Yellowish-b4'own 
pear-shaped fru 1, With greyosh f esh 
enclosing f1ve seeds Nawe to central 
As1a and ")uttl-ea~tern Europe, they 
have a rr dly ac1d1c, w•ne-1 ke flavour 
quince A y~>llow fru1t natiVe to the 
Europe, North Afnca and Iran Round 
or pear shdped the fru1t IS arornauc. 
very hard and tart, and nch 1n 
tann,.. .1nd pectin It •s used to ma~e 
conft< tl()r Pry, liqueurs and Jam 
mulberries fru•t w1th a sem1lar 
oo•wance t• the bl.tekbefry. 

Please drive carefully 

mu!bernes are uwally eaten riiW. 
"'r be u'\(!(f ~ the same way as 
bl t..b <Ill'S 

Anglo-Saxons The people who 
lived on E nQ dnd dunog the penod 
of Engl•~h h ' ~ry betwet'll the 
dtparture of the Romans and 1 066 
These GC'rmanoc settlers 1ncluded 
Angles and Saxons, and Jutes who 
settlt d 1n Hampsh re 

'Welcome to Tadley' road sign on 
S1lchester Road, Autumn 2007; 
Tddl("f dnd Dislnc I Ht5tot); Snoety 



Tu~ I IJ,rottY 01 ' l.\1111 v by Florence Davidson·- · 

were all horned like rams, the Romans introducing the breed of 
hornless sheep such as we find on all our farms at the present 
time. They also brought pheasants into the country and showed 
the Hampshire people bow to weave baskets from the witheys, 
and to make their pottery on a wheel, as before this time it 
had all been shaped by hand. Besides this they planted in our 
neighbourhood fruit and other trees not seen here before. Pear, 
damson, cherry and peach, medJers quince mulberries and 
figs. Walnut trees, poplars, chestnuts, sycamores, peas, radishes 
and box were all introduced by them, while the grape vines that 
grow up the cottages, and the laurels that border our gardens we 
owe to them as well. The Romans stayed on in England for some 
300 years, and while they were here, about the year 313 A.D. 

Christianity was proclaimed as the religion of the country, 
but the vast majority of the people remained heathen as they 
had been before, worshipping many strange Gods, such as the 
sun, moon, the rivers, the springs and the trees. The Romans 
left England early in the year 400 A.D., and soon after this the 
country was conquered by a race of Saxon people from Europe, 
who on settling here were called Anglo-Saxons. They were 
a strong set of men with blue eyes, fair hair and fair skin, who 
thinned the forests and built settlements on their borders. Tadley 
most likely had its beginning in these days, as the word "ley" is 
a Saxon word and means a clearing made in a wood as a pasture 
for cattle. Some of the names of the fields in the parish date back 
to these far off days, such as "Picked" which is the Saxon Pickt 
a pointed or triangular piece of land, and which we sti ll have in 
Picked Close and Picked meadow. 

The clearing in the Forest at Tadley (which is also spelt as 
Tederlei, Titherley and Tuderley in very old books and maps) 
must at first have been a very small one, and the few people who 
were here had only turf huts to live in, that had no windows, 
the smoke coming out a hole in the roof. Oxen were used to 
plough the land, with often eight oxen harnessed to one plough. 
In harvest time only the heads of the corn were cut off by hand, 
and the straw was gathered afterwards. As time wen t on the 
country became more civilized, the Saxons were conquered 
by the Normans, a race of people who came from France, and 

ll 



Crown property (or Crown Estat<.>) 
Part of th<.> t redotary pos~SIO!ls of 
the crown 
hart A male deer that Is over f•~ 
yc " od. when th" "'lWn or wrroyal 
ant""" bfoQ ns to appo r 
rector of Overton ~ .t?fiCa ly, a 
re<tor wa ppoonted by a patron In 
the thorta .h ~entury Overton wc1s an 
easy pariSh to admintster It ~ often 
9111e0 to the BIShop's clerk or chaplaon 
....no would frequently be away from 
the parish As d consequence he 
would appoont a VICar to t.Jke care 
of the affa rs of the pariSh Tht\ ts 
supported by re<ords which state thdt 
the care of the pansh of Overton With 
Tadley was on the he~nds of a VICar 
from 1303 to 1799 
Vicar Ongonally a monoster appoonted 
by an absentee re<tor The vtcar only 
re<eoved the small ttthes· lovestoc~. 
wool and non-cereal crops, whereas 
the re<tor receoved all pansh lith<"> 

Path, brtdge and stream on Pamber 
Forest, Autumn 2007, ' y Jnd 
Do~rncr HISrvry or .. ..ry 

A 478 acre t 193 I .a, arecJ of anoent 
semt·natural wood and whoch was 
designated c1 local Nature Reserve 
on 1980 by agreement between the 
current owners, the Benyon Trust, 
and Basongstoke and Deane Borough 
Councol IB&DBC). It was once part of 
the Royal Forest of Wondsor but m.my 
are~s were gohed away untoltt was no 
longer conttnuous from Stlchester to 
W1ndsor In ct535 Henry VIII granted 
the governorshtp of P.Jmber Forest 

• to Sor Wtlloam Paulet. latN to be<ome 
the 1st Marquos of Wtnchester By 
1610 the forest was no longer a royal 
huntong ground James t havtng sold 
tl to John Waller II was sold agatn 
soon cJfterwards to Wtlham Pc~ulet. 
the 4th Marquos of Wtnchester In 
1635 John Paulet. the 5th Mdrquts, 
purchcl'>ed Englefteld House and so 
the ownershop of the fO<est be<ame 
part of the Engleloetd Estelle Inc 1745 
Mary, woOc:r.v of Powlett tPaulet) 
Wngte. marned Rtchard Benyon of 
Gidea Hall. Essex Tciday the forest •s 
managed by the Hampshore W Jd tie 
Trust on behalf of B&DBC who have 
leased 11 from tiS owners 
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more spaces were cleared in Pamber Forest, which at that time 

was full of all kinds of game. Stags; deer; \Vild boars and hares 

abounded. The forest then extended as far as Windsor Castle 
and was Crown property. Our kings in those far off days used to 

hunt there, and King John had a bunting lodge quite close- at 
Kingsclere. Indeed, in the parish Tadley Place House is always 

spoken of as a hunting lodge of this King, but no authority can 
be found for this. lf it was the case however, the house then 

standing has gone long ago, long before the present house was 
even begun. 

The right to hunt and shoot the game in the Royal forests was 
only given to friends of the King, and poaching was forbidden 

and very severely punished. If a man killed a stag or wild boar 
he had his eyes put out. rf he chased a hart or a hare he was 

flogged and sent to jail in Winchester for a year. None of the 
farmers or villagers were allowed to keep a dog for fear of their 

killing the game. Th is was a very hard law as there were no police 

in those days and everyone had to safe-guard their own house 

and property, and a dog was a great protection against thieves. 
Wolves, badgers and wild cats were found in Pamber Forest, and 

they made great havoc among the farmers' sheep and cocks and 

hens. As the country became more populated, roads were made 
in different parts of the parish, and the highroad to Basingstoke 
was widened. 

The first mention that we have of the parish is in 1253, when 

a Henry Fitz Stephen had to appear in the Court House at 
Winchester for having broken into a wood at Tadley, (Taddele) 

belonging to a Winchester clergyman, and cut down his trees 
without permission. We are not told what his punishment 

was, but in those days it was certain to have been a very heavy 

one. We can find no mention of the year in which the parish 

church of St. Peter's was built, but we find in 1286 that the 

Manor and Church ofTadley, and the Manors of Wolverton and 
Bedhampton, with other lands, belonged to Reginald Fitz Piers, 

so that the Church must have been built before this time. But 
it has been so rebuilt and added to and restored since then 
that hardly any of the original church remains. The rector of 
Overton was also Vicar ofTadley from the earliest times, and 

I) 



A Grade II liSted bu 'd•ng en Church 
Road What. of anyth•ng, exo~ted 
on tht' s•te preor to the Ele7abeth.ln 
style house now known as Tadlt>y 
Place os not clearly documentC'd A 
reference, made •n the late mneteenth 
century. to 115 extensove foundatoons 
111 the garden and 111 other pafl5 
of the grounds would •nd•cate a 
COilSiderable and probably splendid 
bu•ld•ng Th" manor of Wyford Jnd 
land at Tadley came en to the Ludlow 
family c 1500. At some stage durmg 
the next century, due to ItS style, we 
could assume that Tadl<'y Place w.os 
bu It Only the 'E' shaped e.nt Wing 
of l.he ong nal Tudor hOUse rema•ns 
Thos has typocal stone-mu ooned 
Windows and lllSide a larQ" <tonn 
f•rept.,ce \\~th mould n .1r.d Ooroc 
columns bel eved to be orog•no~ Most 
of the references to Tadley PIKe are 
assoc•ated to the tyranmcal Henry 
ludlow (1577-1639) Upon Ius death 
h•s son and he•r. Edmund, •nhented 
the estate bu: 'conlll"Jed' the manor 
of Wyfo1<l/Tadley to Joseph Blagralll? 
(of Read•ng~ m 1641 Could thiS have 
been 111 heu of the many debts that 
hiS father had oncurred dunng hos 
l1fet•me? Much of the house ~ms 
to have fallen •nto d•srepa•r 111 the 
ensuong years and by the end of the 
seventeenth century •I had pa· .ed 
to the W1thers/H•cks Beach lam ly In 
the Clghteenth century a wong was 
added on the .,..-est Side Througttout 
the mneteenth century records refer 
to 11 only as d farm In 1910 11 IS once 
aga•n recorded by name and os a 
pnvate reSidence 

salted down the meat for winter 
Anlmdl feed beccJme sc .. rce 1n the 
wontcr as hay and straw were uS<'d 
up Anemals were kolled off week 
by week, so that the meat could be 
salted and pockled. although offcJI had 
to b; eaten fre-.11 In m ld W('ather the 
1>1' t could be kept longer 
great fair By 1888 only two fa rs 
....,,•re bemg held, on 13 July llnd 11 
October, and these had stopp.'<l by 
1905 The Mochaelmas fa•r 1n October 
was tradouonally a honng fa11, but by 
thes tune •I was also a pleasure faor 
w•th faorground attractoons FO may 
have bf><•n referrong to the latter 
Black Death The name fOf the 
bubnn c/pneul'l" ntC plagul! pandemiC 
wh.c , devastated Europe tn the 
m•ddle of the fourteenth century 
o1nd recurred at ontervals unt•l the 
pandem•c of 1664 65 
Congletons Believed to be ~n error, 
1n 1752 the Aldermaston Estate 
Pd""--d to the Congreve family weth 
whom ot renna1ned until the death of 
Wtlham Congreve 10 1843 

East v1ew of Tad ley Pla<e woth two 
lad1e< approx 1930s; Tadley and DtWKI 
W/\(f, >/}Qoj 



in those days, and down to the middle of the last century, the 
Service in the Church was performed by a priest appointed by 

him for that purpose. 
In these days, and for many hundred of years later, a bell 

used to be rung from the Church Tower each day at sundown, 

after which aU fires and lights had to be put out by law, so that 
people went to bed with the sun, and rose again at the break of 

day to go to work in the fields. The men usually did all the hard 
work on the land, while the women stayed at home, ground the 

corn for bread, salted down the meat for winter use, brewed the 

home-made cider, and wove the wool of the sheep into cloth for 
the use of their families, and to sell in the town. There were no 

schools for the children, so no one could read or write, and as 
there were no shops they had to lay in their stores for the year 

at the great fair which was held annually at Ba~ingstoke, on the 
same date that it is held to-day. 

The game in Pamber Forest was strictly preserved for the 

use of the King, but a great deal of poaching went on in the old 

days. In 1343, John Coperure (Cooper) and Richard Twyhere, 
ofTadley, were put in prison in Winchester Castle for killing 

a young deer in the forest. A few years after this date, a terrible 

plague, called the Black Death, raged throughout England, 
and was very bad in the villages round Basingstoke, in Tadley, 

Pamber, etc. Entire families died of it in a few hours, and there 
were hardly enough people left to bury the dead or to do the 

work of the farms, which lay desolated. No Services were held in 

the Church and no wheat was sown. 
A Sir John Peeche held land in Tadley at this time, and in the 

next century John Benham owned 'Iadley Place. llis grandson 

William was the owner in 1468. One of William's daughters, 

caJied Joan, married William atte More, ofWyefords, a family 

well known in the county at that time. The descendants of this 
William Benham ofTadlcy Place arc still to be found in Pamber 

Heath and the neighbouring villages. Many years after, another 
Joan More ofWyefords, married a William Ludlow, and she 

seems to have brought Tadley Place into the Ludlow family, in 
whose possession it remained till it passed to the Searle family, 

then by purchase to the Congletons of Aldermaston, in 1822, 
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Oakley Hall Formerly Hall Place An 
etghteen ·11 entury Georg.an manot' 
house l"•ar CM!rton, ong nally owned 
by George Wither It pa~~M to the 
H•cks Beach famdy 1n 1832 W1 ham 
Wnher Brarn~ton Beach 1nhented 11 
'" 1856 In 1860 the top floor wa~ 
'ldded and lmi)«)Vements made 
Vine <Vyrvol A Tudor~ bu t 

betwt:oen tS00-20 In t569 Ehzabeth I 
and the Due dl' Blfon. Ambassador to 
the K1ng of f r dnce, wert:' !'nterta•nt'd 
at the Vy~ • by Wdbam, the 3rd lord 
Sandy\ 
Wyefords · .Jated at the <n<Jth of 
the ono 'lilt m nor of Tadley. the 
name 1S de11ved from th<· Anglo 
Saxon 'W•th1g Forda' medn ng willow 
ford It was used 1n early record~ 
as a clef 01110n of the southern 
boundary of the pansh The name WCIS 

subsequently ilppl•ed to a farm and 
bu•ld•ngs. onl' m•le south west of the 
ford- Wyelord Hou~ md Farm 

A rema.n•ng bu•ld•ng of the preVIOUS 

ludlow manor at Hdl De~~tull, 
September 2007, T¥/'.ey and District 
HJsrory SoCiet~ Th1s W•llsh.re fam•ly held pos.uons 

of •mportance under thl' Pltlntogenet 
King' and later held CIVIC OffiCI'S 
throughout southern England The 
l\ldlows had land at Maiden Bradley 
Wltn a lllllnot' at H Dev<>nll nearby 

i;~~~~e~~~~~~~~~~~ Little rema•ns of th•~ mano The 
elaborate fam1ly altar tomb wos 
removed from the Church of the 
~mpt•on of the V•g•n Mary at 
Hill Dever• t......nen '' ckY..ed 1n t984 
and placed 10 the Bath Chapel 1n 
Lonqbndge Devenll Churth The 
tomb bl•ars three med1eval sh•elds 
wh1ch d•splay the arms credted by 

="i~~~~ the marr q< . <lf three generat•on• 
;! of the fan ry Thrs 1ncl~ the- of 

William who married JOiln dP Iii More 
of Wyford c tSOO Thus beg ,,., the 
ludlow l•nks w•th Tadley It was the•r 
gr ndson, Edward, who wa~ krughted 
by Elizabeth I at Bas.ng House n t60t 

,=~!ij~~!f~~~~ and hrs eldest son, Henry ( t577-1639) Iii who •s most assoc•ated w•th ladley 
~~~~~~~~ Place Ht.>nry marned LettiCe (Lucy) 

West daughter of lord de Ia Warre 
It IS known that they had at least 
:wo SOO>. Edmund and Henry. and 
more than one daughter The name 
Henry ludlow, togNher w th that 
of h1~ son. Henry, appears reqularly 
•n St.tte Paper~ between t62t and 
t639 for failure to appt>ar before 
the Council to answer charges of 
oppr~~10n or to pay ttwir dl>bts 
Henry s.>mor even failed to Jlo'Y h•~ 
son Edmund allowance~ due to him, 
wh1ch resulted In Edmund be1ng 
1mpn,.)(1ed, presumably lo debt 
Or> t4 N?vember 1634 there are 
•sted f•IIP '"'IICies of mr'odemeanours 
and oppresSIOn complained of by 
Ralph H•ll•er and d1ver~ other poor 
nhab•tanb of Tadley· 

.. 
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and finally to the Hicks Beaches- of Oakley HaJl, who are 
the present owners, though the property is now in the market 
and will very likely pa~~ into other hands before very long. 
The Ben hams, who were the owners at one time, were a well­
known Berkshire family, landowners and sheriffs of the county 
in their prosperity. The Ludlows came from Wiltshire, and one 
of the family, Edmund Ludlow, signed the death warrant of 
King Charles the First, but he never lived here, though he was 
the owner ofTadley Place. A Henry Ludlow, who owned the 
property in 1587, was very unpopular in the parish. He pulled 
down twelve houses on his land, turning the occupiers out 
into the roads. He raised all his rents and oppressed not only 
the poor, but his young nephew, Richard Dawtry, to whom he 
was Guardian. This was an idiot son of his sister, and he not 
only took all his money away but cruelly ill-treated him as well. 
Henry Ludlow's ghost was said to haunt Tadley Place until a few 
years ago. 

Tadlcy place was built about the time that it came into the 
possession of the Ludlow family, and must have taken the place 
of an earlier building. Sir Edmund l.udlow, one of its earliest 
owners, was knighted in 1601 by Queen Elizabeth at Basing, 
when she was making a royal tour through Hampshire, and 
went on from there to stay at the Vine, in Sherborne St. John. 
Formerly Tadley Place was much larger than it is at present, and 
was built in the form of the letter E, with a fine oak staircase and 
oak panelled doors and rooms, with stained glass windows with 
the Ludlow and Benham coats of arms in them. But all this was 
removed by the Ludlows when the house was sold, and the oak 
panelling and staircase were taken out, and one wing and other 
rooms pulled down when the I licks Beach family came into 
possession of the property. There is however a fine fireplace still 
left, and one can trace a walled up entrance to a now filled up 
underground passage that tradition says once Jed to Wyefords. 
There is n story that a ham used once to hang in the ki tchen at 
Tadley Place where it had been for more years than the owners 
could count. While it was here all wa!> quiet in the house, but 
when it was removed to an outhouse all kind~ of mysterious 
noises were heard in the house as of a man with a heavy tread 
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Tadleye 

In the m;~nurance of George ludlow. Esqu1re, pasture, ........................ 200,1c 
In medow .... .. ......... . .. 
W1111.!m Apleton, 1n pasture .. . ... .. .... .. .... . 
Reynold HaMon 1n pasture 160 ac • 1n medow . XiJ ac 
Henry Pnor, 1unr. 1n pasture xi ac 
RIChard Coles, on pasture .. xxx a 
RIChard Shoreland, tn pasture xxx ac 
Robert St•ll. Ill pasture .. xxx ac. 
In medow ... • 1111 dC 

Thomas Pnor, 1n pasture n ac 
Henry Pnor, sen • 1n pasture. .... xxx ac 
R•chard Sheffllde, 1n p.1sture ..... xxx df 

W1dow ldwnclett 1n p;~sture. XVJ ac 
Rclfe Pdgnm, on pasture • .. •• o~. 
Rl(hard W1ther, 1n mcdow VI ac. 
Hugh Ouff,n, 10 pasture ••J ac 
ltm common of pasture 500 ac 
Transldred from the 15 MS by WcJirer Money. published m 1901, (ac = cJcre] 

----------------------------------------~ 
2Q-weeh-old whiCh hilllf' begun to 
lay eggs Pullets are l"'ore productive 
than older la)'lng hl'ns. oftl'n 
produc1ng eggs for an enttre year, 
wh•le hens only lay for s1x to seven 
months. 
bushels A measure of Cilpac•ty for 
c ~n. fru•t. hqulds etc. equal to 36 4 
~tr"' (8 g..Jons). 

A roydl pu~anc~ 1575 
lm~ge 83Ml61Pll, Hiltnp5}11rc 
Rc"<Ord Office 
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who led a horse upstairs and along the corridors. A tenant at last 
decided to cook the ham, but it had to be chopped up with an 
axe, and was as hard as iron and uneatable. And the noises went 
on worse than ever. But for many years nothing has been either 
seen or heard about the house. 

A WindmiiJ once stood close to the house, but all vestiages of 
it have long ago passed away. Only names of fields, such as Great 
Windmill Mcadow, Little Windmill Close, and Combe House 
Windmill remain to show where this old mill once stood. It was 
here that the corn was all ground that was reaped by the Tadley 
farmers and villagers. 

One of the former owners of Tad ley Place, Edmund 
Ludlow, (a descendant of Colonel Ludlow, the Regicide), was 
very anxious to marry a lady with a fortune of £1o,ooo, so he 
promised to pay two of his friends £50 each if they could find 
him a lady with this amount of money, and though they found 
the lady, a Miss Elizabeth Thomas, with this fortune, whom he 
married, he seems to have objected to pay them the £50 he had 
promised. 

In 1575 I find a list of all TadJcy land owners who had to 
provide food for the Royal Household of Queen Elizabeth on 
payment of a small sum of money. Certain men called purveyors 
went round the country to collect this food, and in out of the 
way places they often stole the food and kept the money for 
themselves. Tad ley had to supply a certain number of geese 
and pullets, and so many bushels of wheat, and we find that 
George Ludlow ofTadley Place, (who at that time owned 200 
acres of pasture and 20 acres of meadow), Regnold llannington, 
I lenry and Richard Prior, Richard Coles, WilJjam Appleton, 
Hugh Duffin, Widow Lawncleet, Ralfe Pilgrim, Richard 
Sheffield, William Shoreland, Robert Still and Richard Wither, 
are the landowners in Tadley, and between them they had to 
find this provision. The Hanningtons were at one time a family 
of wealth and position in the Village. Regnold I Jannington, 
spoken of above, had a daughter Margaret, who married 
Mr. Bye, of Basingstoke, and it was her son who put up the 
monument to his uncle, Mr. Hannington (who died in 1602), in 
Bramley Church. The Priors were an old Tadley family, owning 
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John Fox eo ( 1516-87) was a wnteor 
and former OxiOI'd don who fled to 
the conttnt!nt 1n the re1gn of Mary 1 
and developed John Bale's scheme 
ol coiii'CIIng the h1story of anu-papal 
martyr$. produc1ng l1rst ( 1554) a Lat1n 
work and 11 563) the Enghsh Acts 
and Monum!!nts'. complete w~th 
gnsly p.ctures, all the more effect111e 
for bemg rare 1n English Protestant 
Lterature OudJy nKknamE'd 
'Foxe's Book of Manyrs', 11 was a 
huge pubhshmq success. runmng 
to enlargt!d l!llltiOl'IS, and IS still 
1nvaluable for the 1nformat1011 1t has 
preserved, despite 1ts ooi!OUs b1as II 
had a profound 1mpact on the English 
Protestant outlook. Foxe was unusual 
m the Sixteenth century for bel1ev1ng 
that burn1ng people was a bad 1dea 

The Hc~nn ngton f am1ly lived 1n 
t dley for many generatiOns John 
Hann1ngton, a fellow of New College 
OxfOI'd. was born 111 Tadley AccOI'dong 
to Foxe, he and John Plankney, 
another fellow at NM College, 
were zealous Pap1sts Foxe states 
that "Piankney. scholar somet.Jme to 
Marshal (wf:lo wrote the Book of the 
Cross), rs commonly reported and 
known to them of that unNetSity, to 
have drowned h1msell m the nver 

' about Revvley, at Oxford, anno 1556, 
the othN 1n a well about Rome, or a~ 
some do say ol Padua, and so bemg 
both drowned, were both taken up 
w1th cruoftxes (as 1trs sa1d ol some) 
hang ng about theor nee ks • 

Bishops Wood There are several 
references to Boshops Wood, the 
hou,e, throughout the boolc Its name 
rs der111ed from a 909 AD charter 
when a wood at 'Tcldanleage' (Tadley) 
w q ve'1 to Boshop fnd lth) estan by 
I< ~g Edw •rd the Elder 
lawful weight See page 31 
Bro<as Boo as family held land tn 
Brc1m ey nd n. ghbourhood par!Vles 
Spyers Tt>' locatiOn 'Elmhurst' rs 
thought to tM' mosleadmg From 
FD~ deS<11pt1on • lead1ng from 
BasmgstokP toward$ Aldermaston Ofl 

the e.1st " and other sources, 11 was 
prob.tbly the area now named Sp1ers 
Close. adJc!Cent to Brook Gre<!n on 
Bowmon•s Road 1t1s referred to as 
Sp ~~~Green on the 1861 cenW$ 
Le Barne Heathe Laton descr puon of 
the n.1me Tho B. rn Heath Legal latin, 
u..ed by ,..nile •nd l.lwyer~ up to 
1732, adoptl!d 'LE'' as the mearung 101' 
The' On the Tadley t•the map ( 18401 

' Upper Barn He;uh and Lower Barn 

~ ~ 
Heath f•elds were JOtnE'd to Church 
Road by a strop of land whoch would 

( 
equate t<> the loc.Jt1on of the property 

I now called JU~t 'Barn Heath'. 
slates lttS thought FD may have 

~ mcdnt slats 
~ Illustration from Foxe's Book of 

Martyrs; UriM'fSity c f Rl'ddmq 1 brat) 
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Bishops Wood (now Elmhurst), and they also had much land 
in the neighbourhood. But as time went on they became very 
poor, had to sell their land, and have now entirely died out of the 
parish. The Withers came from Dean and owned land in Tadley 
till quite recently. The Appletons are still here, and there may be 
descendants of the others living in the village still. 

In 1532 farmers in the parish were paying 2d. a dozen for 
crows heads, and pork was sold at 1/2d. a pound and veal at the 
same price. In 1588 complaint was made in Basingstoke that 
bakers from the neighbouring villages were bringing bread to 
sell in the town, that was under the lawful weight. We find that 
William Stevens of Tadley was do ing this, and an order was 
given making him pay a fine, and binding him to bake proper 
weight of bread for the future. On April 25th, 1560, a Will iam 
Sheffelde ofTadley, (or Sheffield), a tanner, gives his son Richard 
land, which at that time he was living on himself, with a garden, 
etc, ten acres in all, called Brocas and Spyers (now known as 
Elmhurst). This land lay next to the King's Highway leading 
from Basingstoke towards Aldermaston on the east, and the 
land of the Bishop of Winchester on the west, and upon the 
land known as Le Barne Heathe on the south. In 1566 r find 
mention of the family ofHannington who lived in the Parish. 
A son of theirs, called John, was born here and went to New 
College, Oxford, where he took his degree. He was a clever young 
man, but wh ile travelling in Italy he was drowned in a well near 
Rome. We read of his death in Foxe's Book of Martyrs. In 1600, 
Sir Robert Hannington and Elcnor his wife, brought a suit into 
Court about their rights to certain lands at Tadley, which they 
had bought of William Marshall, and of John Hobson, Esq. and 
his wife Elizabeth. Queen Elizabeth stayed at the Vine in 1601, 
and no doubt the Tad ley villagers would go out to see her as she 
was met by a magnificent cavalcade of nobleman on Silchester 
Common on her way to Sherborne St. John. 

The old Parish Church is dedicated to St. Peter, but as I have 
said it is not known when it was built, though a Church existed 
here from early days. It was restored and almost entirely re-built 
in the middle and end of the 1600. The brick tower is dated 1685, 
with smaJI windows at the top that have slates let in them for 
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acrostic FO sugges\5 these lette~ may 
bP the r~ t of an acrostK - a word 
pudle whi.!re certa1n letters rn a poem 
are ~ted to form another word or 
sent!'ll<e Or are they JUSt a random 
wnes of letters 7 
bier A carrrage or moveable frame 
that rs u!>Cd for beanng a cofim 
St. Thomas' Day 'Thomasmg' or 
'Goodonq' d.ty, 21 Decemllf'r. when 
poor women. often wrth children, 
tr o~mJ>('d the nerghbourhood for grits 
of money or food to 'keep a good 
Chnwnas' The word 'goodrng' IS 

recorded as early as 1 560 There IS no 
ev1deno e of th -ustom ptl()( to late 
erqht~ oth century 
William Mothe H• gave 'Three 
ten ·ments u~r one roof for the 
poor rent free· Thos derehct, thcJtched 
burldong, 'Mothe s House', adJacent to 
Th<' Green. was demolished 10 1966 
and replaced woth sox modern flats. 

lnteroor of St Peter's Church w1th 
canopy on left hand s1de rad!ey .tnd 
~~~~ct n story .>ouery 

Th1s delic.!le oa~ pulp1t 1S out 
of ~eeprng along~ the rough 
hfwn trmbc~ of the church and 1ts 
~utY..tanual pew; liS panellong IS more 
akm to th<lt u~ to lone the walls of 
an EtozabPthan house The canopy or 
soundrng-board 11S purpose berng to 
help Cdrry a speaker's vorce toward 
the audrence, typifres 115 date rn the 
Commonwealth perrod. when great 
emphasos wc1s plcJced on lostenong to 
tong sermons and readrng theologocal 
works, £>speclcllly amongst Purotan 
wor:.hopper~ 
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light and air, instead of having wood slates which are more usual. 
The gilt weather vane on the tower is in the shape of a cock, 

(the attribute of St. Peter), and is supported by a finely worked 

stand of old iron work. The Chancel is or brick and the Nave of 
stone, while the porch of brick at the south entrance was put up 

in 1689. The Rev. Joseph Westwood was rector of Overton, with 

the Chapel ofTadley at that date. The entrance to the porch is 
made of old oak, with roses carved in the two angles over the 

door, while the oak door into the church is old and thick and 

has a curious handle and lock. There is a fine old pulpit with the 

date 1650 inside the door. lt has carved panels and there is a very 
old fashioned canopy over it, dating from the same time as the 

pulpit. This pulpit was put up at the time of the commonwealth, 
and is very interesting ror this reason as there are not many of 

this date in the county. The north door has been closed, and 
there is a window in the chancel that has been walled up. 

At the west end of the Church is a gallery, with a fine oak 
staircase leading to it, that is about the same date as the pulpit. 

There are axe hewn oak benches in the gallery where the choir 

used always to sit in old times. There is a good peal of three bells. 

One is dated 1669, another 1618, with the name of Henry Knight 
as its maker. The third bell has a very quaint inscription on it, 

formed of letters upside down and many of them backwards as 
well, that make no sense at all. It is supposed to have been used 

simply as an ornament by some workmen who could not read , 

or it may be an acrostic, which so far has not been found out, it 
reads, 

' l)I:)NAO=IKS)VOABIRK. M X. 

which has caused many guesses to be made as to its meaning. It 
is not dated, but it is evidently older than the other two. There 

is an old burial bier in the Church which is stiU in use. On 

the wall of the Church is a brass recording a legacy left by Mr 
Sympson or Monk Sherborne in 1674, of money to be given to 
the parish "as long as the world shall endure." It was to be given 

on St. Thomas' Day to the poor, in sums varying from 6d. to 3/-. 

Another legacy to the Parish was given in 1739 by Mr. William 
Mothe "from his land there," he living at Sherborne StJohn. 

In the churchyard are very few really old gravestones, though 
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SnuatE!d approx1mately 14 5 km south 
~ east of Tadley. Basmg House os notE!d 

for the bloody events of ots three year 
Siege dunng the Eng rsh CMI War 
Its hlstory d.nes from the eleventh 
century when Wi r.Jm the Conqueror 
rewarded one of hiS ma n supporters, 
the de Port family from Normandy 
With land and property rn Hampsh re 
C emunes later the estate passed 
to the W\'illthy P.rulet famr!y from 
Somer\ft In the Sixteenth century 
Wilham Paulet, who later became the 
f1rst Marqws of Wrnchester. rebu1lt 
Basrng Hou'e 

By 1643 the English (Nol War 
between the Royalists (supporters of 
Charles I) and the Parlramentanans 
reached Bas.ng. now ownE!d by 
Wdh•m's descendant. John Paulet. 
who held B.wng House for the 
Royal~t ca;~se Although the 
Parlramentarlc!lns tried to storm 11 on 
sevt'ra ceca iiOOS, the Marquos refused 
tosurrl'rl16 r Tt><:n,on 1645Cromwell 
wnh a huge army and supenor arms 
bes1eg '<l !he house The Royalists 
fought to thl' last but eventually the 
Marquos was taken pnsoner and the 
whole place rdnsacked Parliament 
then decreed that 'the House. gamson 
and walls at Basong be forthWith 
sl1ghted and demobl.hE!d' 

Cromwell spared the hfe of John 
Paulet who I E!d to france On 
h!S return to England, alter the 
~toratron, he lovE!d at Englefoeld 
House. toe property of hts w•fe The 
sote of B.H1ng House was returnE!d 
to the Paulet lamtly by Charles n 
Hamp~ture County Councol purchased 
the ruonE!d s.te on 1975 

battle of Newbury A battle of 
thl' Era 1h Wd fought on 
27 Oetob •r 1644, 10 Speen, adJOinrng 
Newbury n Ber~sh•re It was fought 
close to thl •te of the f•m battle 
of Newbury. wh•ch took pl¥e tn 
late Srptember of the prevoous year 
The combtnrd arm•es of Parloament 
rnlhttE!d a tc~<.tocal defeat on the 
Roydlist>. but fatled to ga1n any 
strate(l•c advantage 

hog A CeNt tied boar 
Small Pox An acute. contag•ous 
d• I' c ..1ractensed by ptmples on 
the r r wt1 ~h contaon pus (pustules) 
c:arrler In c1dd lion to thos tax• servtce 
th C<.lrn· r would also collect and 
dl'hver goods lor customers A local 
wllter ltkl>ned I hi' earners can to a 
Wold West wagon 
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burials must have taken place here for centuries. One reason 

for this is that tombstones before 16oo were almost unknown, 

and another is that in this part of Hampshire it used to be the 

custom to place only wood slabs at the head of the graves, and 
as a natural consequence they have long since perished. The 

oldest stones in the graveyard are to the families of Prior; Hide; 
Thorpe; West; Curtis; Elliot; Kimber and Butler. 

In 1644 Tad ley (spelt Tadlow in maps of that date) people 
must have had a chance of seeing King Charles the First, as he 

slept at Kingsclere with his army in October of that year, just 
before the second battle of Newbury took place, when Tadley, 

with every other village in the neighbourhood, had to provide 

food for the hungry troops, till to quote an account of what took 
place, "There was hardly a sheep or hog, or any wheat, oats or 

hay, left for man to eat in all the districts round about." There 
were frequent marchings too of the King's regiments through the 

Parish from Aldermaston to Basing House with provisions and 

ammunition. We have no Parish Registers as early as 1600 or we 

might have found the names of villagers who died of the great 

plague in 1666, which raged all about Basingstoke and carried 

off so many of the parishioners of Monk Sherborne and Pamber, 
people having to be buried as they died, the infection was so 

terrible. 

In 1694 there was a terrible outbreak of Small Pox in the 

County, and very many died from it. There were no infectious 
hospitals at that time, and vaccination was unknown, so people 

had to be nursed at home, and those who did not die from it 

were scarred with its marks while they lived. Tn 1697 a great 

frost prevailed over England, that began at Christmas and did 
not break until March of the following year, so that the Tadley 

farmers couJd not begin work in their fields till April. All roads 

in the parish were very ill kept and full of ruts, while the lanes 
were quite impassible with mud for anyone except in a cart or 

on a horse to attempt to pass through them. Indeed, carts often 
stuck fast in the narrower lanes at the beginning of the winter 

and could not be moved till the spring, when the mud had dried 
a little. There were no shops even at this time in the village 
and everyone had to walk or go by carrier into Basingstoke or 
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St Peter's Church rs a Grade I listed 
buildrng In the Doomsday book 
(1 086) Tad ley Church rs probably 
one of two churches 1ncluded under 
Overton. It could be assumed that a 
church and settlement exrsted at an 
earlier date 10 v1ew of documented 
references to owners of land at 
Tadley from 909AD. The next specifrc 
reference to a church 1s 1n 1286 
when Andrew Hotot rs recorded as 
ownrng the manor and church at 
Tadley. Only the nave would appear 
to date from this pe11od. The crude 
flrnt and mortar walls. over two 
feet thiCk, are now covered wrth 
roughcast The east chancel and 
west tower extensions are both 

pedler (pedlar) A person who 
travelled from place to place w1th 
small goods for Sdle 
curate A clergyman who ass1sts 
a rector or vrcar HJstoflcally, not a 
'h1gh-born' person The curate would 
be sent to Tadley due. probably, to 1ts 
s1ze and considerable d1stance from 
Overton 
parchment A thiO matenal made 
from calf, sheep or goat sk1n It JS 

of bnck The greater part of the 
church seems to have been rebuilt, 
or undergone refurbrshment, 10 the 
late seventeenth and early erghteenth 
centunes. Thrs rs also when there rs 
recorded VIllage aCtiVIty rn the VICinity 
of Tadley Place. When. 10 1634, 
Henry Ludlow. rs reported 1n State 
Papers as havrng pulled down the 
church house " .the rent thereof 
went towards the reparnng of the 
Parish Church". Further restoration 
was undertaken rn 1877. about the 
lime that Tadley had rts frrst resident 
rector, Edmund Silulez There was no 
organ at StPeter's until 1970. Pnor 
to thrs a cholf and later mus1c1ans led 
the congregation from the gallery at 

d1suna from leather 1n that I! IS not 
tanned. but stretched. scraped and 
d11ed under tens1on Frner qual1ty 
parchment IS called vellum Used 1n 
biblical t1mes for the Gospels and 
many other Important documents 
throughout hrstory 

Exterior of St Peter's Church, 
Autumn 2007, Tad 'Y and DIS(fiCt 

H1srory SOC>~ty 

the west end The churchwarden's 
accounts for 1765-1891 record 
the purchase/donation of various 
rnstruments· 'n 1796-97 a bassoon. 
1802 a hoboy (hautboy or hoboe. 
later oboe), 1804 a clannet, 1808 a 
flute and another bassoon rn 1810. 
The bell frames were replaced by 
new ones in1956 ond the bells are 
now only tolled, not rung. to avord 
domage to the tower In the spnng 
of 1998 the orig1nal, but rotten, floor 
JOISts were replaced and new floor 
boards lard. Before thrs could be 
undertaken an archaeologrcal survey 
was earned out to ensure there had 
been no burials 
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Newbury to get what they wanted, or they could sometimes get 

a few things from a passing pedler. 
Until the middle of the last century Tadley was not a Parish 

Church, but only what is called a Chapelry in the gift of the 

Rectors of Overton, being spoken of as "Overton with the 
Chapel of Tad ley." The Patron of Overton has always been the 

Bishop ofWinchester, who continued to be the Patron ofTadlcy 
after it was made a parish of its own, and entirely severed from 

the Mother Church of Overton, which was done in the middle 

of 18oo. ln old days the Rector of Overton either came over once 
or twice in the year to hold a service in TadJey Church , or more 

often sent one of his curates to take occasional Sunday Service 

and to perform all baptisms, marriages and burials. These 
curates never lived in the village, but rode over from Overton 

as they were wanted. It was not till the year 1668 that we find 

Tadley spoken of as a Vicarage, and it was not tiJJ late in 1700 

that any of the curates who came here to take the duty were ever 

residents. Overton is a very old parish, and we have tbe names 

of its rectors since 1247. Philip de Luci is the first rector whose 

name I have found, who was rector in 1247. The first curate of 

Tadley whose name is given as such was the Rev. William Dee 

Best, who was here from 1775 to 1782. This is the reason that 
till very recent years there was no Rectory house, as the curates 

who came here for duty either lived at Overton or put up in the 

village here in a cottage. When they only came over for Sunday 
duty, they generally stayed with Mr. Prior, who lived at Bishops 

Wood l Jouse, (now Elmhurst). One must remember that Tadley 
in those days was only a mere scattered hamlet, with but very 

few inhabitants. 

The parish registers go back to 1686 for baptisms; to 1691 for 

marriages, and to 1695 for burials. The books are rather ragged, 

bound in parchment covers, with many missing leaves. In one 
of the early registers are these verses, "Pray learn to live. For you 

no that you must die. Pray learn to live as well as r:· And they are 

signed Nicholas Wheat. The first baptisms are those of Joseph 
Sympson and George Englefield in t683, and George Benham in 

1685. Among the first marriages are those of Robert Masson and 

Helen Right, 1691. William Pilcher and Evis Kimber, 1682. John 
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The term ~ed fOf someoPe who 
makes patten~ A patten 1s a h1stoncal 
term for a wooden~. clog, 
oversh()(' or sandal that has a ra1 oed 
wooden sole mounted on wood 
stllps, a metal plate or a metal r~ng 
The shoe I.'.'Ould bt' held on the foot 
by means of le,uher or doth bands 
Th1s ra~s the shoe to tncrease the 
wearer's he1ght. sometJrTleS by as 
much e~s 10 ems. to fac1l1tate walkmg 
.n mud and filth It was the practiCe 
of the day to throw ref~. 1nclud ng 
the contents of chamber pots. 
tnto the street Dunng tt>e M1ddle 
Ages both men and women I.'.'Ore 
pattens outdOors or 1n publiC places 
o~er the th1n soled shoes of the 
day Men contJnued to wear them 
for work.ng pur~es labounng or 
farm1ng Nc for many years However, 
records show tluv conunued use 
by women In muddy cond1t1ons 
unt1l the n1neteenth, or even the 
e.uty twenllt•th century The name IS 
lhought to denve frorn the old French 
word pate, mean1ng a hoof or paw 

• yeoman In thtS conte•t. after the 
Mtl'Cnth ct ntury, a term appl•ed to a 
m. 1n I.'.'Orl ng h1s own small estate and 
w~ ~ was a freeholder 
freeholders frl't'hold property 
w<Js not t1ed to the customs of the 
m<~nor After 1662 a freeholder 
could exchange h1s 'kn1ghts serv1ce' 
for a paymt>nt of money for h1s 
land ProPerty I.'.'Orth 40s or mort> 
a yeilr qua!Jf•ed a freeholder to 
serve on Junes and vote for sh re 
reprcst'ntatNCS 

'A Modw1fe gong to a labour', 
t811 . (reference 104{)5441). S<~e 
M.r.eum/Scl('"' <' & Society Picture Litx~ 
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Englefield and Elizabeth Englefield, 1691. Francis Dicker and 

Judy West, 1692. Thomas Prior and Mary Tayler, 1699. Thomas 

Hood and Jane Munger, 1701. Thomas Young to Elizabeth 

Appleton, 1705; Edward Phillips to Dinah Angliss, February 

16th, 1705. Benjamin Benhem to Martha Englefield; October 

2oth, 1718. John Sympson to Ann West, 1727. Mathew Cripps to 

Dinah Pocock, 1725. Richard Barlow to Mary Hunt, 1755; Edward 

Parish (Patten maker) to Abashai Buruch, 1758. William Barlow 

(yeoman) to Mary Stacey, 1761. and David Crips (Hoop maker) 

to Hannah Hasker, 1768. 

Among the first burials are those of Richard Mattingl.cy 

and Ann Harmsworth in 1695, and the register states that they 
were buried in woollen. This was in accordance with a new law 

that had been recently passed by King Charles ll. The woollen 

industry in England was in a very bad state, and to encourage 

and revive it the King ordered that all people must be buried in 
woollen grave clothes and not in linen ones as had always been 

the custom before this time. If they failed to do this they were 

fined £5, and the money was given to the poor. The following 

names aJso occur in the registers about this time. Lovegrove, 

Webb and James in 1700. John Harmsworth in 1722; Giles, 1764; 

Cullom, 1772; Lipscombe, 1811; names as familiar now as then 
in the Parish. In these registers one notes the terribly frequent 

deaths of very little children of a few days or weeks old. Six or 

seven babies in one family dying before they were three years 
old. This was owing to the lack of proper san itation and fresh air 

in cottages, and ignorance of the right way to bring up a young 

child. 

In 1705, at the General Election for Parliament, the candidates 
for Hampshire were Thomas }ervoise, Esq., Robert Chandler, 

Esq., and Thomas Lewis, Esq. The only people in Tadley who 
had a vote at that time were the following freeholders: Ralph 
West; William Cross; William Tubb and John Corderoy. 

In 1703 great storms swept over England, and a terrible 

hurricane devastated this part of the country, doing much 
damage in Pamber Forest and blowing down many fine trees. 

In 1712 a standard weight of bread was ordered by Government, 
and Tadley bakers had to see that their penny loaves weighed 
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ounces and pounds An ounce tS a 
u ,,, of ...,t Q t thcll appro<~m.ttely 

28 gra•· and .. pound conSI$ts of 
16 u,ce< or 0 453 kg 
guinea a 9" ·•eel was WO'th 21s 
Scarlet fever A contrtg•ous d1sease 
d•sllngu•>hed by lever and a scarlet 
coloured sk•n rash 
footpads A h•ghwayman who robs 
on foot 

Commumon Plate photographed in 
St Paul's Church, Autumn 2007. ~.Jdfey 

.d o. • r H orr .X...•ety 

Communion Plate 

Tht\ Commun•on Plate, compns•ng a 
ch.liKe and matchtng paten, are both 
tn\Cnbed 'The 91ft of Wilham Dee Best 
Curate 1780 Tadley Hants' and are 
stdltn U\e toddy The•r Assay Mark, or 
date letter, confnms that they were 
10~ mcJde 10 london e.ther n 1740 
()( l 780 It IS posstble the set fNy 

ha...- ()(19 n.JIIy II'ICiuded. as was uswl, 
ewers for wme and water and a pyx 
(a box to hold the commumon wafer) 
Wh.Jt was u~ pnor to these tS 
unknown but St Peter's. a s1mple rural 
church. would probably have had only 
pewter vessels However. much early 
d<!Corattve and valuable commumon 
plate wds destroyed dunng the 
Reformation and Commonwealth 
penods 
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six ounces, twopenny ones, one pound and three ounces; and 
their one and sixpenny loaves must be from eleven to fourteen 
pounds. The villagers, as a rule, baked all their bread at home, 
and the farmers brewed their own ale, which was thin and sharp 
in taste. Cider, too, was drunk in the cottages. 

Wood was burnt for all fires as coal was hard to get tmd very 
expensive. 

We find a notice in the Parish registers on March 30th, 
1776, that a woman called Ann Thorp, living at Stratfieldsayc, 
paid half-a-guinea for permission to bury her son in Tadlcy 
churchyard, he being brought to Tad ley on a Sunday. The reason 
for this was that her family had formerly lived in the parish. 

In 1781 the Rev. W. Dec Best, who was curate here, received 
£1 IS for permission to bury William Butler and Thomas Webb, 
(this latter was an infant ), they living at Oakley. But as they both 
belonged to the same family, and the two burials were on the 
same day, Mr. Dec Best gave the guinea back to the person who 
had brought the bodies in his cart for such a long way. 

The Rev. W. Dee Best, who was curate here from 1775 to 1782, 
seems to have been much liked. He married a Miss Harriet Anne 
Wilder, of Nunhide, and he also gave the fine Communion 
Plate to the Church which is still in use. This plate was made by 
a well-known London Silversmith of the day, and is of very good 
design. In 1785 the services at the Parish Church were undertaken 
for some years by the Rev. Eusibius Lloyd, who was also curate of 
Silchester where he lived for twenty years. Scarlet fever was very 
bad in Tadley and all the villages round about in 1763, and there 
were many deaths from it. There were no infectious hospitals at 
this time, so e,·eryone had to be nursed at home, and the only 
treatment for this fever was to give the patient very hot drinks, 
tie a piece of red cloth round their neck, and leave them to 
sleep and live with other people in the same house, exactly as if 
they were well. The year 1772 was remarkable for its mildness in 
Tadley, roses and cherry trees being in full bloom on Boxing Day. 
At this time corn sold for 6s. sd. in the market at Winchester. 

In the winter of1772 the country about here was infested by 
footpads, and it was dangerous for anyone to be out alone even 
in the daytime, as many very terrible murders and robberies 
were committed between here and Basingstokc. In 17751adley, 
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Post chaise I 

A ~t-chdl'>e was a fast travelhng or 
pleasure cam~e. e1ther hlted from 
~tage (Inn) to stage (Inn), or drawn 
by h red l>orws It was used •n the 
e1ghtctnth and ear ~er half of the 
nmctctnth ccntur.es for cafi'YIIl9 
passengers or ma In England 11 
usua 1y had a closed bodt wnh seats 
for rwo to four pe~s. the dr.ver or 
post1l1011 nd.ng on one of the hor;es 
The word 'cha1se' comes from the 
French word for cha1r 

In the 1784 'Hampsh~re 01rectory', 
pnnted by J Sadler, Mary Marlin of 
the Ma1dt•nh!'ud Inn and EXCISe QffiC(' 

(Post C hd•'>e), and Thomas Robms of 
the Crown Inn and Post House (Post 
Chase). au~ liSted under Bas1ngstoke 

Post 

smuggling The 1mport1ng or 
export1ng of goods 1llegalty w1thout 
paym<'lll of custom duttes The dut es 
charged on iorP1gn •mports such as 
tobacco, w•ne, proof-sponts. tea and 
sugar from the surteenth to Mleteenth 
cMtune-. -ade smuggling a prof1table 
1f d r 1• rOLs enterpriSe 
contraband Th. term used for 
~•uqgled or pr "' b1ted goods 

gallon, quart A quart IS a u1111 
of capac•ty thc1t 1s approx1mately 
1 14 htre<. ,md a gallon consists of 
4 Quilrts or 4.56 httes 

'Post. ct845 (ref 10317901) Sctmce 
Mu •IS<: " e & Ot.>ty PK e 
Ubtuty 
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with aU the other villages in the neighbourhood, felt the shock 
of an earthquake, and 1776 was long remembered by the farmers 
as one of the finest harvests the country had ever known. In 
this same year a great deal of smuggling went on all along 
the Hampshire coasts, and contraband goods, such as spirits, 
lace and tobacco were brought by night from Basingstoke and 
Winchester, as far as Tadley, where they were hidden for safe 
keeping in the many vaults and cellars which arc sti ll to be found 
under the larger houses in the village. 

At this time, anyone coming from Basingstoke and 
Winchester as far as Tadley by post chaise , had to pay 10d a mile 
for one horse, 1/4 for two horses and 1/6 for four horses. Wages 
were very low in Tadley at the end of 1700, labourers getting u/­
to 14/- in the summer and only to/- to 12/- during the winter 
time. Domestit servants were paid from £3 to £9 a year. Bread 
was selling for 1/J a gallon and potatoes could be had to 112d 
a pound. 

In 1795 bread went up to 2/1 a gallon and all other food 
increased so in price that it was almost impossible for the 
villagers to live on their 10/- a week. Tea was five shillings 
a pound, so that the people drank instead cider and sour home­
brewed beer at all their meals. Sugar was seven pence a pound, 
so honey was used instead. Milk however was 2d. a quart. Glass 
was so heavily taxed that pewter mugs were used to drink out 
of, while 2/6 was paid for six of the very commonest china cups 
and saucers. Candles were so dear and so taxed that the Tadley 
people burnt rush lights that they made at home of the pith of 
the rush and melted grease, and that gave such a feeble light that 
a woman could hardly see to sew or cook by it. Letters came 
from Basingstoke by mounted postman, who delivered his letters 
when it best suited himself. But the postage was very different 
from what it is now. A letter cost1/4 for the first ounce and 8d. 
for every half ounce after, so unless it was a matter of life and 
death no cottager ever received or sent a letter. Women made all 
the straw hats for their families from straw that they gathered in 
the harvest field, which they plaited into different shapes. 

I have been able to learn a great deal of the history of 
the Parish during the last century from some of the older 
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Mr. Skinn~r The Revd John Sl..1nn~r 
was rK!or of Camerton 1n Somer$et 
from 1800-39 He was also an 
amateur ant1quanan and archaeolog•st 
who produced a cons•derabl!' number 
of jOurnals of both htS work and 
travels, each pro!U$ely •llustrated With 
watercolour 1 lustraoons On pa<Je 

39. FOg ves a graphiC descriJ)tKlll 
of a sketch ma~ dur ng h1s JOUrney 
through Tad ey. HIS JOurnals are 
edged 10 the Bnt1sh Library 
postilion (poslllhon) The name g•ven 
to the nder on the near or left-hand 
.1d!' horse draw.ng a coach where 
tt>"re 1s no coachman, also known as 
a P' ~";tboy 
b~h~s Short trou~. fastened 
ust bo w the knee, that were worn 
by nen, ~ espec•a!ly for nd1ng Of 
COL dress 

Tad ley Prim1t1ve Method1st Ch~pel, 
Main Road Tadley, early t900); T~ 
,,r.:J 01W•CI WI 5<' nbool. 

,old Chapel , 

Bel eved to refer to the Pnmarve 
Method•st Chapelm Ma•n Road 
wh1ch was built tn 1859 The 
Soc•ety of Pnmuwe Methodists was 
formed tn 1812 a breakaway sect 
from trad•ttonal Methodl\m wh~ 
appeal was to the rural, agncultural 
commumt<es They sought to 
re-<apture the early 'fore' of the 
rel•g•on With camp meet•~ and 
remal addresses, wh>eh resulted .n 
them soon be1ng known as 'Ranters' 



parishioners, among them, the late Mrs. Saunders and the 
late Mr. James, who have told me many things about Tadley 

in old days, and what the lives of the grandfathers and great 
grandfathers of the villagers were in the early days of 1800. The 

village in those days was a very mu<.h smaller one than it is 
to-day, and except the old Parish Church, Elmhurst ( Bishops 

Wood House then ) and two or three farm houses, there 

were only a few scattered cottages in the place and a few huts 
thatched with heather that were hidden among the gorse on the 

Common. And there was the little old Chapel close to the road 
to Basingstoke. All the cottages were thatched at this period as 

well as Bishopswood House, and the risk of fire was very great. 
The roads were in a terrible state, and a Mr. Skinner , who has 

left an account of his passing through Tadley in 1821, says, "The 
roads are so rutty, I have never see11 worse". The high road to 

Basingstoke was kept in better repair, but the mud in winter was 

so bad that you could not cross the Common except in a large 
farm wagon, and the lanes and bye-ways were quite impassable 

on foot in winter time. Everyone wore pattens then, and they 
were made in an old house in the parish, and in the parish 

registers in 1758 we have the name of Edward Parish, Patten 

maker, but the trade is now extinct. At last the roads became 

dangerous, and as there was no real road across the Common it 

was decided 70 years ago to make good roads all over the parish, 
but as no one in the place knew how to make them, a road 

maker came from Wooton Basset and lived in the village, and 
made all the roads, the villagers working under him. 

Eighty years ago the population was 404, now there are 

over 1327 people in the parish, while the number of houses 

has increased by two-thirds. Well-built cottages have taken the 

place of the old mud thatched huts where the labouring men 
of a hundred years ago lived and brought up their families. 
Carters on the farms at this time drove six horses to each wagon, 
and a very pretty sight it must have been to see the well-kept, 

powerful horses, each one wearing a high collar hung with 
bells, passing along the roads. A private post chaise to hold four 

used to run through the parish from the Angel at Basingstokc 
to the Hinds Head at Aldermaston. The horses were ridden by 
a postilion, dressed in leather breeches, a green coat, high boots 
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The collection olleft-OV(>t' crops from 
' farmers' loelds alter they have been 
ha~ted, or from f1elds where •t IS 

not economically profitable to harv~t. 
to many panshes the start and f1msh 
of the t me allowed lor gtean•ng was 
announced by the church bells The 
contnbuuon that grean•ng mdde to 
the •ncomc of a labounng fam1ly 
could bf> constderclble An 1ndustt10us 
famtly cou d gather two bushels (see 
PiJ'}(' 18) and more It was generally 
suppos!'d that thl' landowner held no 
nght to prewnt glean•ng but many 
court cases arcxe due to the practtce 

Mr. Rogers shop A bakery and 
g. ncral .tore wcls kept by Mr Rogers 
on thl' stte now occup1ed by houses at 
thl' north JUnctton of The Green and 
Tndll'y Htll 
furze bushes The old name for gor\E! 
bu .hes. '"'t<h are sptny yellow-
flo •r<>d Jlrubs, very prohhc on thl' 
COIN• '"S around the area 
smock A locxe sh rt·f,ke overall worn 
by lteld oourers. made from a coaf\E! 
I)P of l•r 
pitch fork A long-handll'd two­
prono ,cf lor• IOf pttching and turntng 
hayandwaw 
bean setting Oropptng beans tnto 
dnlh m a prepared f•eld. An unsktlled 
c1nd bclck-breaktng Job wh1ch for th1s 
reason was lll:>t·su•t!'d to chtldren 

Women and chtldren gleaning', 
Eric Guy 0 Mu51'1J- f Eng :JJ Rur.Jf 
Life. Unn;_wry of Rru.J11tg 
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and a green cap, the same as postilions wear to-day. The price 
of the chaise was 1/- a mile, and it cost 10/- to go from one place 
to the other. The public coach ran through the parish by the 
highroad, and stopped at every mile post to take up passengers 
and also at all the lnns on the way. There was no regalar carrier 
from the village till many years later, though carriers' carts 
passed through the village from neighbouring parishes. 

The village has altered very much in eighty years. Where Mr. 
Rogers shop now stands was a house with a thatched barn in 
front of it. And most of the cottages were lost to sight in the 
thick high furze bushes which in those days covered all the 
Common. The heather was cut and used for thatching and 
broom making. Mr. Skinner, whom I have quoted before as 
driving through Tadley in 1821, came across one of these heather 
gatherers and made a pretty water-colour sketch of her, which 
I have seen in his journal. This woman told him she had just 
been cutting heather on Tadley Common, and both she and her 
two children were bare legged and very poor. The mother wore 
a brown dress with very short sleeves and a small black hat with 
a blue handkerchief tied over it. She carried a huge bundle of 
heather over her shoulder, tied to a long stick. Her little boy was 
i11 a smock and carried a pitch fork, while the little girl was in 
rags. The present almshouses were two very old tumble-down 
cottages in bad repair. There was no school at that time, as 
soon as the boys and girls were old enough they were sent into 
the fields to earn a little money by bean setting, stone picking, 
and gleaning. The stones had to be piled into regular heaps of 
a certain size in height and width, and a quick worker could earn 

1/3 a day by this work. The stones were afterwards used for road 
mending. 

Gleaning was always a very busy time, as a whole family could 
easily glean a sack full of corn a day, which was often the only 
way that the children ever tasted bread, as flour was far too dear 
to buy, as after the battle of Waterloo, food of all kinds was most 
expensive for many years. The women and girls wore aprons 
when they gleaned, which they held up to hold the short pieces 
of wheat in, while the longer ones they carried in their hands. 
They put the loose grains as they picked them up into a pocket 
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Beheved to refer to the Pnory School, 
ad)<lcentto P.1mber Pnory Ong1nally 
a Church of Engi.Jnd school, 11 was 
bulltrn I 850 from local bnck and fhnt 
and could accommodate I 00 pup1ls 
The butld1ng was badly damaged by 
f~re 1n 1916 and the beautiful sta1ned 
glass and fecld l1ght wmdows. whiCh 
un be seen 10 the photograph. 
were d~">troyed ln1987, as a result 
of f.Jfhng numbers, Ramsdell Schoof 
merged Wlth the Pnory School. 

= 

hoppmg tithe 194(h many Tcldley 
fa n .o ntthree to rour weels rn 
Septembtf hop-ptdang mthe Alton 
area They ~e paid by the bushel 
(!>Pt' page 1Bl whKh prOVIded a 
~d .Jable source of addltiOildl lncome 
riots Known as the labourers Revolt 
or the Swmg R10ts, the recognosed 
dates lor these are 183().. 31. 
transported Nearly 500 people. 
m~oniy from ,outhern and eastern 

' EngLand Wl>fl" transported to Australoa 
folfowmg the labourers Revolt 
Mark Wrgg ns, age 19. from Morl 
Siv>rbl"-~ MP"""'~ed for 1>-s 

·~r1~~.,.N n v m l ~ school was opened at Ramsdell 
A f\1 t '(). '"""' opened In 18 77 
Wlth ,p.Ke for 120 pupilS, but there 
were also two other small, pnvate 
schools on the vollage at thrs tome 
Crocus Cottage, later known as M1ss 
Dove s school, and The Villa. later 
Hope House 'Lrttle Heath' IS now not 
a recognosed place name but may 
refer to Safte~ Heath, West Heath or 
Stoo ~ H·~att> 
dothes pins Nowadays more 

'fl' "' ,,. f kro<NO as clothes pegs 
The Ptoory S<hool from a Terry Hunt 
postcard, pre 1916, Ti)(fleyand DrstrK.I 

Hrstory Socicry 
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that hung round their vlaists. In the summer all the men used 
to go away haymaking, generally to Homsey Green and Church 
End. As soon as the hay was gathered they went harvesting, and 
later on with the whole of their families they went hopping, 
going to Alton, Farnham, A1resford and the hop gardens in 
those neighbourhoods, as their fathers and grandfathers had 
gone before them. There were fewer workers in those days and 
more hops were grown, so that a large family could make a very 
good sum of money at the bins. In 1827 there were riots all over 
England to oppose the bringing in of machinery for farm work, 
such as reaping machines, etc., and a press-gang went all over the 
country districts breaking and burning all these machines and 
forcing the farm labourers to join them. Not many joined from 
Tadley however, and the press-gang that was in these parts were 
caught by the military at the White Lamb, at Ewhurst, and many 
of them sent to prison and others transported. 

The viUage children had no school to go to at this time. The 
only teaching that they got was by going to a cottage where an 
old woman lived, and paying her twopence a week for each child 
to be taught to read. They used to sit close about her on .low 
stools, and she showed them their letters in a very large print 
Bible, pointing out each one with a pointed stick till they knew 
it by heart. They were never shown how to write, nor could they 
read writing, and as soon as they could read after a fashion (only 
knowing the easiest words) they left the Dame's School, i.e. when 
they were seven or eight. Soon after this time however a little 
school was opened at RamsdeU, and the children from Little 
Heath, whose parents were anxious for them to be taught, used 
to walk over there every day. When Pamber School was built 
some 60 years ago, the Tad ley children of the better off villagers 
were sent there. But as all the little girls had their curls cut off 
just above their necks the first day they went there many of the 
Tadley children cried so much about this that their fathers would 
not let them go again, and they had to learn to read as best they 
might. The chief trade in Tad ley in those days was besides patten 
and broom making, the making of clothes pins and thatching. 
Clothes pins are still made but they are few in comparison to 
what used to be made years ago when they were turned out by 
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silk mills at Overton Ovenon had 
lour rr of the Doomsday 
SUfllt'y H, , """' ..,,.,,.,)tie s1lk mllles 
recorded Important enough to be 
marked on a 1791 map of Hampshere. 
In 1839 11 employed 37 adults. mamly 
women, and 77 children. It was 
demoh~hed en 1848 A cross-country 
JOurney from Taaley to the mill would 
probably be en excess of 15 km. 
Walkners Firs located approx1mately 
0.7km w st of the A340 Tadley 
to Ba~ngstoke · -ld. JUSt north of 
Wyeford r ,,. 
Follet's Farm r- o hfy tne Site of Elm 
Park Gard• n .E tr~ t Pamber End 
lipscombe's Pla<e ThP land and 
prop~rty to tn ~ rear of 'The Ftgh!lng 
Cocl s IS known to have been owned 
and occup1ed by the L1pscombes 
unt•lthl' IWiy twPntll'th century 
l1pscombes olre cJISO rl'COtded at 
Sk.ate\ f<Jrm unt1l 1871 

F11e at The Fightmg Cotks, 1903; 
Hdmpshim Mu .,, S<>tvtCt' 

- P1003 400 .z., 

Fighting Cocks 

located at the Junct1on of W1nston 
A~enue and the A340 road to 
Ba'ilng~tol:e At approx1mately 
I 0 30 am on I July 1903, the 
orKJ!OC!I thatched mn. outbu1ld•rtgs 
and most of the newly bu1lt bnck 
and tile structure ad,om1ng thC> road 
<aught l1re, probably 19n1ted by a 
sparl; from the wash-house fife In 
an effort to pr~l'nt the spread of the 
llames n1en climbed onto the roof 
and tore off the thatch dunng wh1ch 
tht' landlord. Thomas Benham, was 
1n1ure<1 The Ba~mgstol.e f~re bngade 
were attPnd•rtg another InCident and 
fc11led to arr!Vl' until about 12.15 pm, 
by whiCh umc Vlnuafly the whole s1te 
had been de!.troyed Fonunately. the 
prt>m1ses were msured ana rebw : 
by the owners, May & Co, ltd. m 
the Edwardoan ~tyle seen toclay 'The 
foghhng Cocks' closed 10 Spnng 2006. 
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thousands. As to thatching it is dying out too, as the Insurance is 
so much higher on a thatched house than one with tiles, and at 
the present time when the thatch wears out it is seldom renewed, 
though it is much warmer than any other kind of roof. 

The Rectors of Overton, as I have said, were Rectors of Tad ley 
as well in former days. One of these, a Mr. Williams, was well­
known in the parish, and his son was killed at Ash Hill from 
his gun going off as he reached up to pick nuts off a bank on 
the side of a road as he came home from shooting. This caused 
a great deal of sympathy in the village here. There used to be 
silk miUs at Overton, and some of the Tad ley people used to 
work in them, but these have been done away with for many 
years. I was told by an old inhabitant that he remembered when 
Walkners Firs was a cornfield, and he told me that many other 
places had changed as well. This was at the time that a Mr. 
Thorpe was living at Follett's Farm. All brewing used to be done 
at home, but the beer and ale was seldom drunk by the people 
themselves, but sold to their neighbours who had no brewhouse. 
Life was very rough, and a great deal of fighting went on on 
Saturday nights on the hill below the "Fighting Cocks" (which 
got its name from this cause). Five to eight couples used to fight 
at a time, and the road from the top of the hill to the bridge on 
the Sherborne (or Basingstoke) road was covered with them. 
Any man who was a stranger to the place would have been very 
roughly handled had he tried to pass through them while the 
fight was going on, or who went into the Inn for a drink. There 
was a great deal of apple growing in the parish in former years, 
as cider was so much made at home. At what is now known as 
Lipscombe•s Place, the orchard was so prolific that it was no 
uncommon thing to gather 160 bushels of apples in the season. 

The parish has always been a great place fo r Market 
Gardeners. The gardeners made a pratice in those days of buying 
from the smaller ones, and taking what they thus obtained 
into Basingstoke to sell in the market or to the shops that 
they suppl ied. The gardens were well managed and produced 
a good supply of vegetables. There was no Rectory till quite 
recent times, and as a rule the clergy who came from Overton 
to take the services put up at Bishops Wood llouse with M r. 
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Hostoncally, May Day was a celebral!On 
of the comong of Spn09 and Summer 
With the e.Jrloest known reference on 
1240 'Jad-1n-the-Green' (chomney 
sweep) was JUS I one of many May 
Day trad toons that evolvt'd Ouckong 
or Oopp.ng <Devon & Cornwal ). lords 
& lad1es (Hertfordshorel, weanng and 
goVIng garlands, and on more modern 
tomes Maypoles and May Queens 
'Jack·•n·the-Green' forst appeared on 
the 1770s and was maonly an urban 
custom due to the predomonance of 
ch1mn¥ H1s leafy garb probably 
evolved from the May garland theme 
The mont>y he coOected would see 
him through the leclfl months of 
summer when trade was poor By the 
late nmeteenth century May Day had 
become Sf'TlOnymous w.th soaahst 
sympathies In many places marches 
and speeches replaced the sunple 
romanuc c.elebratoons Howe-.er. on the 
1920s Tadl£>y School bnefly rt>Voved the 
tradotoon of crownong a May Queen 
and danc1ng around a Maypole 

Barn Close located on Church Road, 
a short walk to the north of St Peter's 
Church Rt>vd Edmund Saulez resoded 
thl'rl' fro'Tl 1878 
tithe Tn·• tenth part of the annual 
producl of tiM! land (corn, oats. hay, 
wood) or lovestock (the tenth co-.v. 
sheep, pogl. wool and non<ereal 
crops talen as a tax for the suppon 

~~~~~~~=~~ of the Church and clergy A legal 
~ oblogatoon on England by the eoghth 

.£lll_..._._.1 century Thl' Tothe Commutatoon Act 
of 1836 converted the payment of 
uthes Into annual rent 
shock At hclf'iest tome a group of corn 
sheaves stood up woth theor heads 

--= --""'·'-"'~ togt>ther Also referred to as a stook 
Tadlfy May Day, 192S, T.Jdley and 
Oiirnct ~:, ~ Soc ty 

' 
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Prior. The first house to be used as a Rectory was what is now 

Barn Close. It was only a small cottage, but Mr. Saulez, who 
was Rector many years ago, bought it and used it as a Rectory 

House. Before this time it was only a very poor place. May Day 

was always kept in the village 60 years ago by the sweeps dressing 
up in green bushes trimmed with streamers of coloured paper, 

and going from house to house to collect a little money. They 
used to dance on the green and sing a song about May Day, that 

was very old indeed. People did not keep as many horses and 

ponies as they do now in the village. There was not enough work 
for a Blacksmith, so one used to come over once a week from 

Baughurst to do any shoeing that might be wanted. Once a year 

the tithe feast used to be held at Bishops Wood House, and it 
was always a day of great rejoicing after the harvest had been 

gathered in. The Rector always had the tenth shock for his tithe, 
so in cutting a field every tenth shock was marked with a green 

bough, so when the field was cleared the Rector's shocks could 

be carted away without further trouble. And as a rule there was 
always a tilly shock left in the field when aJI the rest was carted 

away as a present for the birds. 

In looking over some of the Parish Registers of from 50 to 6o 

years ago, I have come across a great many names that are very 
familiar ones in the village to-day, very likely the grandparents 

or great-grandparents of those who live here now. Among the 

marriages that took place in 1837 and the years following, these 

may be of interest to the parishioners. In 1837, George Anglais 

was married to Hannah Hedgcock, (he was a broom maker by 

trade). Benjamin Benham to Eliza Tull. In 1839, we have the 
marriage of William Watson to Sarah Harmsworth, and in 

1841, Thomas Richardson to Harriet Mills. In 1842 James Nash 
to Mary Ann Giles. At this time, as there was no school in the 

village, very few people could write, so in these earlier marriages 
we find as a rule that people only put their mark on to the 

registers. Many of the marks are most distinctive and out of the 
common, and would be known at once again as having been 
made by one particular person. This was done on purpose so 

that each person's mark then was as easily recognised as their 
signature is today. 
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' ~ ... Parosh records lim became Most of early reg1sters for Overton 

~ mandatory 1n England and Wales 1n Include the chapelry of Tadley until 
() ~ 1538. In that year an InJunction was a separate ecclesiastocal parosh was 

, .... o.~ b CJ!fh'r,t!'- •ssued reqUirong every church to keep formed 1n 1878 r {I { a book or register to record the date The copoes of the early regosters 
.--- Y • ~ \.at- of each wedd1ng, baptism and buroal, for the Independent Chapel1n Tadley , c}:~ : together w1th the names of those are held on mocrofilm at the National 

r _ marned, baptosed or buned. Archoves The early Methodist 
(; {;~a & }I Several hundred Enghsh regosters regiSters are held by the etrcult or the c a f;.(. survove from the SIXteenth century, County Record OffiCe for that church 

,..,... c><l .-...T d 1nclud1ng a few complete sets from or cucu1t. 
., J _ _ 1538 to the present day Current and recent reg1sters w1ll, 

( 0. (,,. Older regosters for the Anghcan on most cases. Stoll be held by the ,_. 7 churches on Tadley (St Peter's, 1ncumben1 Some of them have been 
C/11 cvv-"J., ( [~ St Paul's. St Mary's NOrth Tadley and transcnbed locally and sent to the 
~ ~~ t~ St Mary's Heath End) are held at the Hampshire Genealogtcal Socoety 

o ~~ • ,.. ,._ ~ Hampsh1re County Record Off1ce. 
1 1 ~~ ~ _ (~ ,~ ~ ~kM• ''1" ~·.!.._h..,~· 

c.~ rJ:.,.._ ~£ r- or-l.ot:h- .~-' ~~'J7 l~_ . ....;.;."-'!i~ 

--
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The villagers always walked to the Parish Church to be 
married, never thinking of driving, and the day was one of great 
rejoicing. If the bride was a good cook she allowed no one else 
to make the wedding cake, whiJe the wedding dress was made by 
her own hands as well as the linen that she provided for the new 
house. This was all made by hand, as sewing machines had not 
been invented so long ago. If the married couple were popular 
in the village, or sung in the choir, the ringers always gave them 
a peal as they came out of church, and in return the ringers were 
asked to the wedding feast. May was then thought (as it is now) 
to be an unlucky month for marriages, and we seldom find that 
one took place in this month. 

The baptismal registers contain many familiar names. l give 
a list of some of them beginning in 1822, as of interest to their 
children, grand chiJdren and great-grandchildren, now living 
in the parish. ln 1822, Isaac, son of Richard and Phoebe Mills, 
was baptised; and in the same year I find the name of Mary 
Ann, the daughter of Abraham and Jane Giles; and William, 
son of John and Betty Hawkins. In 1823, the name of James, 
son of William and Ann Crips; and William, son of Elizabeth 
and John Saunders. Tn 1136 the baptisms include the names of 
Henry, son of Henry and Dorcas Simpson; and George, son of 
Charles and Sarah Allen. In 1837, Anne, daughter of James and 
Hannah Benham. In 1838, Jane, daughter of Abram and Elizabeth 
Cottrell; and Martha, daughter of George and Hannah Anglais. 

In 1843, David, son of Henry and Sarah Stroud. In 1844, Caroline, 
daughter of Richard and Anne Ham. The baptisms of twins was 
not at all uncommon, and the baptisms always took place on 
a Sunday, as the parents being at work all the week, this was the 
most convenient time to bring their babies to Church. It was 
very unusual for children to have more than one Christian name 
given to them. The custom of giving more names than one has 
only become general within the last few years. 

From the burial registers I have taken the following names, 
as I think the people in the village may be interested to read 
them. In 1830 were buried James Crips, aged 76; 1831, Mary 
Monger, 78; 1832, Leah Harmsworth, 9 months; jane Bowman, 
2 years and Sarah Bowman, 1 year were both buried on the same 
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F~ of thl'! headstones stand ng m 
1tu m St Peter's churchyard are as 

upnght nd clear as these of Mary 
Butler, bunPd 26 September 1823, 
and her hu\bdnd John, buned 
25 October 1827 Early graves are 
generally found on the south s1de of 
the church and close to the porch, 
the n01th Side reg.1rded as the 'Devol's 
Side' The earl~t recorded bunal at 
St Peter's IS that of Mary Fru n on 
15 October 1659, 'Mdawof NICholas 
No record e•ISts of where n the 
churchya!d she I es In common 
w1th most early churches, yew trees 
grow on the chl.orchyard A referefl( e 
1n the late noneteenth century to a 
yew tree whose trunk was 18ft •n 
doameter !Pads onp to assume ot was 
replaced woth one or more of the four 
trees pr~:sently grow1ng No proof 
ex1sts to coof11m or deny the many 
superst 110ns regard ng thetr pldntong, 
although the follow•ng custom os 
alluded to by Caxtoo tn 1483 that 
the branches of the yew, g!OW!l on 
conse<rated ground. were earned 
•n Palm Sufl(J.ly procesSIOns Others. 
probably more commonly known. 
are that yfNi, an 'elastoc' wood was 
used for bows. •t wc1s regardPd as an 
emblem of gnef and graz•ng an•mals 
are detPrred due to •ts poosonous 
nature S•nce Oecpmber 2004 bunals 
now lake pia<~ m the nfNJiy created 
TddiE')I Cemetery on the opposote sode 
of Church Road 

some of this family went to 
Australia Bad harvests on 1816 and 
1818, plus the huge unemployment 
cau\t'd by ex·sold ers return1ng from 
the Napolt>OniC War-,, led to large 
\Cale emogratoo later, •n the 1830!., a 
secood wave of mass unemployment 
caused by the oncreased use of 
mc<h,Jn•zallon n ondustry and farm ng 
k.'d to further emograuon. The ma•n 
countnes people ernograted to were 
Ameroca. Canada dnd Australia 

Throughout the early n1neteenth 
century several pubhcat•ons actJvely 
encouraged l'm1grauon and on 1831 
the Nallonal Colomz<~toon Society 
was formt'<lto fund emogrants Ss 
c1n acre was charged w1th repayment 
begmnmg after four years Thos 
rl'Vl'nue was then offset aga nst till' 
cost of thetr passage The unemployed 
poor I.Wfl' more of a problem They 
\Wfe a burden on the pansh whoch 
was ~ceo to 'dospose' of them ll'ld 

ern•gr a too but who was to fund 
ot7 Most of the proposed \Chemes 
onvolved 'borrow ng' from the Poor 
R.lte and, to quote • anyone not 

..,_, ,......,,11 agrec•ng to go should be den•ed poor 
.... ... t ,., .. .,... rehef• These em1grants were known 

as 'warr clOt' pasSl'ngers 

H~adstones of Mary and John Butler, 
St Peter's Church, January 2008 

d y ,.nd 0 lrrct H .tory 5oc,. .,., 
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day, April 8TH. There must have been some epidemic in the 
village to account for this. In the same year were buried Ann 
Barlow, 73; Sarah Englefield, 34; James West, 5 months, and 
David Prior, of Bishops Wood llou~e. aged 84. In 1833, Susannah 
Crips, on July 21ST, aged 50; and on July 24TH, John Crips, aged 
64. 1834, Martha Chapman, 85; James Barlow, 84, and Mary 
Englefield, aged 86, were buried. 

In the same year we have the burial of Jane Kew, who died at 
the age of 28. It is interesting to know that some of this family 
went to Australia many years ago and settled there. They arc 
now trying hard to trace what has become of the family of Kews 
that they sprung from. 1837, Lucy Harmsworth, aged 70; 1838, 
Caroline Stacey died, aged 84. 1840 there were two funerals 
on the same day, on February the 6th, Martha Bowman and 
Thoma!i Hedges, a rather unusual event for a small village. 
In 1841 we have the burial of Hannah Welch. In 1847 there is 
the account of the funeral of a lillie girl of only two years old, 
Mary Ann Nash, who was drowned, poor lillie thing, by falling 
into a hole where water was lying. The custom so general in 
Hampshire of putting wooden crosses or headstone to the 
graves in the parish graveyard is the reason that there arc so few 
memorials of the dead to be seen there before the end of 1700. 
The rain and the sun so soon destroy them, and there is nothing 
left to mark the spot where former generations lie buried. 

In 1844 we find the burial of David Harmsworth, aged 90. 

The J Jarmsworths were a very long lived family, and Tad ley 
must have been as healthy a place in those days as it is now, for 
we find the burials in the Church registers of so very many old 
people, So being a common age, and many lived some years 
longer. James Harmsworth, the brother of David, died in 1847 
at the age of 8o. James Harmsworth had formerly been Parish 
Clerk, and he died very suddenly in the Church Porch on 
Whit-Sunday. The long walk to the Parish Church must have 
been very tiring to old people, and to walk up-hill on a warm 
day very trying for the heart. It wa'\ a daughter-in-law of James 
Harmsworth, called Jane, who was such a remarkable woman, 
and so well-known to the older people of the village. She had 
been a Jane Penford, ofTadley Place, and married George 
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In lddley, hoop ma~ong was an 
mportant local woodland ondustry. 

!>e<Ond to broom makong The term 
'white hoop makong ~peofiCally 
applied to wa~-tubs whiCh were 
basically made by cutllng a ~ 
on half horuontally Elsewt>ere on 
the south of Engtand, durong the 
noneteenth c~tury, hoop makong 
was probably the foremost woodland 
craft It os recorded that on 1897 on 
Sussex alone there were 368 coopers 
The hooper or cooper made a rong or 
corcular band for holdong together the 
sta~es IM!d for co~• and tubs Th~;e 
hoops y,ere fa~10ned manly from 
Mh or hazel rods that were splot and 
shaved so that each hoop reta ned 
bark on one sode An experll.'nced 
hoop shcl~er could produce 300-400 
hoops m a twellle-hour d.ly They 
were not ~ry durable on use and 
requored replacong frequently The 
resultant ca~ks. when complete, were 
used mostly for the transportatoon 
of dry goods as doverse as groceroes 
to gunpowder They were also used 
for ~tonng Clnd tronsportong liquor 
The ondustry doed out on the early 
twentieth century when ~ron hoops 
replaced the wooden ones 

battle of Waterloo A battle. fought 
n Bel<ltUIT' n 1815, markong the end 
of the NJpo.eoonoC Waro. Napoleon 
was defeated by the armoes of Bnta n 

~-="5ioo and Prussoa under the command of 
the Duke of Wellington 
press-gang A body of men employed 
to force men onto serviCe on the army 
or n.wy 
almshouses These were established 
from the ttnth century on Brotaon, 
to prOVIde a place of res<dence for 
poor, old and d stressed folk The forst 
recordro alm..house was founded by 
Kong Athelstan, and the oldest sllll m 
ex~tence IS the Hospotal of St Cross 
In Won< hester, founded orca 990 AD 
The reference here IS presumed to be 
Mot he\ Hou~e <see p.>ge 2:l) 
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llarmsworth in October, 1826. Both :-.he and her husband came 

of old Tadley families. Mrs. Harmsworth was a woman of 

great buisness qualities, and not long after her marriage was 
made Assistant Overseer and Collector of Taxes, both of which 

offices she filled remarkably well. She then became one of the 
Churchwardens, and was made the Parish Clerk. She always used 

to sit inside of the Communion Rails in the Church, and took 

part in all the services with great attention to her duties. She was 
also postmistress, and used to bring the letters to Church with 

her on a Sunday morning and deliver them to their owners, to 
save the trouble of taking them the next day. She lived to a great 

age, dying in 1891, when she was 85. !fer brother-in-law William 

llarmsworth, who married Jane West in 1849, was the old 
postman who used to bring the letters from Monk Sherborne in 

a donkey cart, and cleared the letter box before there was a post 

office. 
There was a terrible thunder storm in the parish about eighty 

yea rs ago. It came on while all the villagers were in the harvest 

field, and there were many narrow escapes from injury from the 

lightening. It did great damage in the place, and a great number 
of trees were struck and thrown down at Mr. Prior's place, 

Bishops Wood (now Elmhurst). The Priors were a family of 

wealth and posi tion in the parish, where they had lived for some 

hundreds of years. 
One of the trades which flourished 40 or 50 years ago was 

called white hoop making. John I lam was a very well-known 
maker of these wash -tubs. They used to be made in sets of eight, 

from the size of a wash basin up to the largest and heaviest 

tubs. They were most difficult to handle when they were full on 
account of their weight, and many accidents used to take place 

from this cause. At the battle of Waterloo volunteers were asked 
for to fight in the army, or be ready for defence in case of the 

feared invasion of England by the French, which was expected 

to happen any day. If a man volunteered, he was given £5, but 
a great many who would not do this were forced to go, and in 
that case they got nothing. A villager called James was one of 
these men who was forced to go by the press-gang, but before he 

left England victory was declared and he came home again. His 
grandson has latel}' died in the almshouses. Flour at the time of 
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To make besom brooms. the 
besom-maker or broom sqwe cuts 
or bu~ stand nq birch by the a<re 
an autumn, for cutting tn v.1nter 
After cunang, the !Wigs are bound 
anto bundles then trelnsported to 
the broom yard Stacked carefully, 
they are left for sever ell months to 
season. The birch as ready lor use 
when the tw1gs are hard but pl~<~ble 
Handles elre also needed and are 
cut lengths of ash, chestnut. I me or 

Crimean War 1853-56) Ong1na ly a 
Cl .pute bo ''"""" r llusSla and Turkey 
ovef the guaru..Jnsh!p of Holy Places 
1n Jerusalem; Bnta1n and France at11ed 
woth Turkey A hug~> loss of hie was 
susta1ned by ar sides The Cnmea 
was a maJor suppl1er of wheat 
Copse work copp1C1ng) A system of 
tr~ farrr g wt1 ch encourages O{'W 

..hoots Coppace IS used clccord1ng 

hazel, shaved smooth The mak1ng 
of the brooms IS usually started 1n 
the sprtng There were many fam1hes 
ma~1119 brooms Ill the area Sadly 
the last broom sql.llre 1n the town, 
Arthur Nash, d~ 1n 2004 He was 
awelrded the Royal Warrant •n 1999. 
the emblem now proudly dasplayed 
on the house an whiCh he rved 
~era! televiSIOn programmes w,•re 
made of ham demortStratlll9 hrs sl.ill, 
tndud ng one for Jelpanese teli.'VISIOn 

to 1ts type hazel for hurdleYbarrel 
malung, chestnut for fence ~ts. 
oak for co-ner po-ts nd 1ts bar~ and 
borch for be< om brooms 
Kempshott Park The early manor 
house. a huntong lodg~> used by 
the Pnnce Regent ( 1 B 1t-20), was 
replaced on 1 774 woth a briCk 
mal'lSIOO Only the grounds rema n. 
now hoo1e to SclSifl9Stole Golf Club 

The brooms go elll over the country. 
even to the gardens of Buckangham 
Palace Th besoms for the Harry 
Potter him 'The Order of the PhoenOJ( 
came from h1s broom yard •n Tadley 
Broom mal ng IS dasplayed on the 
sagn at 'The Broom Squ~res Hotel' 
an Salchester Road. It shows Arthur 
I below) workmg ell h1s craft. thus 
cornmemoratang cln amportant 
andustry on the town 

Puritans A relgaous group on the 
Slxt~nth •nd sevt>nte-enth centunes 
,.ee~ong to pvrofy worship ol all 
ceremony It evolved from doscontent 
woth the Elizabethan ReligiOuS 
Settlement, thought to be too 
one oned toward Roman CathoiiCo~m 

Arthur Nash in hos workshop, f11st 
published 1n 1998. AWf. Alderrrl4s:on 



war in 1815 went up to 2/4 a gallon, and living in the country was 
so expensive that many Tadley and Pamber people emigrated to 
America. 

At the time of the Crimean War in 1855, food went up to 
almost famine prices, bread being 1/6 to 2/- a galion, which was 
far higher for the time than in 1815. The people in the village 
about here used burnt bread as a substitute for tea, as the latter 
wa~ too expensive to buy, coal was seldom or never ~een at 
Tadley, wood being burnt entirely. The trades in the parish, with 
the exception of those that hJve died ou t, are much the ~arne 
to-day as they were then. There was copse work in cold weather 
for the men, who also made hoops and brooms. Of these 
latter thousands were made in the year and sent as a rule to the 
North of England, where they were used in the iron foundries 
and mines. They made them of birch and heather, and a good 
workman could finish many of these in a week. Many years 
ago there was a heavy duty on all spirits brought into f-.ngland, 
and much smuggling went on all down the Hampshire coasts. 
A certain man who had an Inn at the gate of Kempshott Park, 
was a receiver of this smuggled brandy, which he hid in his 
cellars till it was wanted. This man bought these birch brooms 
that were made at Tadley in grea t numbers to send to the North 
and when he heard that the Customs Officers were in the 
neighbourhood, he either let the kegs of spirits down a well close 
to his house or sent them out to Tadley by night in the empty 
carts in which the men had brought in their brooms. The barrels 
were hurried out in the darkness, and either stored underground 
or in the wells, till all danger \\JS over, then they were packed 
under the next load of brooms that were going into Basing!>loke 
and given back to their owner at the Jnn. Ten shillings to one 
pound was given for running this risk (a terrible one in those 
days) and if caught in the act, a smuggler was either put to death 
or transported for life to Australia to the convict ~ettlemcnts that 
used to be there. 

Tadley Chapel was founded at the time of the Puritan 
ejection. This Puritan ejection of 1662 is often mis-understood. 
The Clergy had been deprived of their livings wi th great 
ignomany and hardships by the Puritans, often being in such 
great poverty that it was impossible for them to support their 
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weekly prayer meetings 

While FO s onterJ)C'etatooo of the 
events of 1662 may have applied to 
Tadlcy, 1n f.t<t. 2000 \Noncooform1s11 
c!ergy refused to consent to the 
entore contents of the 'Book of 
Common Prayer' (Act of Umformoty) 
and as result were eJected from the1r 
IMngs Although. leg~tly, dissentong 
clergy who contonued to preach were 
liable to prosecutoon. Nonconformost 
prayer meetongs were tolerated and 
by 16891t was ~s1ble to licence a 
meetong -hous<> lor pubhc worshop 
The Old Me<?tong 1n Malthouse 
Lane recerved 1ts cenohcate on the 
4 October 1718 and so the chur(h 
was now 'Withon the heart of the 

ord ..1t10n 
Doe's Lane 0 og•na·ly named after a 
I n1ly 1M o hved there It os now an 
txtensoon -.~f Malthouse lane. named 
after the malt house that formerly 
traded there 
Engravong from 'Some Account of the 
Vollage of T•dley in Hampshire and 
of the lndl'pendent Church Therl'' 
(1862), by DanoeiBenham. 

vollage of Tad cy and ots ondependent 
worsht~rs The Independents, 
The CoogregalJOO.ll Church of 
England and Wales. merged With 
the Presbytenan Church of England 
on 19 72 to become the Untied 
Reformed Church RestoratiOn work 
was undertukcn 1n the early 1960s 
woth a servo<e of re-ded1catoon on the 
l June 1962 The orogonal m1mster's 
res1dNxe fell 1nto d1srepair and was 
rebuolt m 1792 ' Tht> Manse', 1n 
Marne lane was sold on the 1980s 
and the current one IS on Rampton·s 
Meadow The Old MeetJng tS now 
d Grade h listed buildong Wlthm the 
South Tcldlt'Y ConservattOO Area 
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families. When King Charles II came to the Throne he rightly 

re- instated these Clergy who had been turned out for no just 
cause. This was in 1662, and those men who had been given 

livings by the Triers of Oliver Cromwell, thought it very hard 

and strange that they should be asked to retire. After the rightful 
Rector was again appointed to his old parish, some of the 

people who had worshipped under the minister appointed by 
Oliver Cromwell, preferred to hold weekly prayer meetings to 

coming to the Church. As time went on any minister who might 
be in the neighbourhood would be asked to come and preach 

to them. The Rev. Joseph Tate was one of the first ministers to 

come here and speak to the people. This was somewhere about 
1680. In 1696, the Rev. Thomas Overy was asked to take the 

services, which at that time were held in the room of a house 
called "Gardiners." Mr. Overy was a Clergyman of the Church 

of England, but had given up his living at the Restoration. 

Some years after this, the room at Gardiners was too small to 
hold all the people who came to these meetings, and it was 

decided to build a place of worship in Does' Lane. The Rev. 

Joseph Tate was now the minister and helped to bui ld a small 

meeting house between 1718 and 1719. This first building was 

plain ly built of brick, with a gallery on three sides, and would 

hold abou t 350 people. A great deal of interest was taken in 
building this chapel, and a woman named Excellor Hextal, who 

lived in or near the parish, became so enthusiastic about it, that 

not being able to give much towards its completion herself, she 
went to London and collected funds for it there. Th is was a far 

greater undertaking in those days than it would be now. The 
original trust deed bears the names of Robert West and Edmund 

Benham, ofTadley, and names of people living at Overton and 

Basingstoke. Besides the Meeting House itself, there was a small 
burial ground and a house for the minister and his famiJy, with 
a garden attached. 

There was a great deal of opposition to the building of this 
Chapel, and a magistrate who lived near tried to stop all work 

on it and rode over to prevent the work being carried on, but 
he was thrown from his horse and broke his leg, and before 
he was out of the house aga in the work was finished. Mr. Tate 

died in 1724, and by his special request, was buried under the 
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M.A. A Master of Arts 1n Scotland 
s ~ democ degree m f•ne aru, 
l.um .. rut"'S. W<•al sc ences or 
theology awarded by the lour aroc•ent 
un111ers1ties Unlike the Oxbndge MA, 
the S<:ott1sh MA •s awarded w1th the 
same s~tern of honours as Bnush 
undergraduate dt'<)rees, eg 'MA 
(Hons) Upper Second Class'. 
preferment A pos•uon. appointment, 
or r 1nk giVIng advancement, as of 
prof•t or prest.gt 

Tad ley Old Meellng, January 2008. 
dley rtd DisrtKI History Sooety 

In 1790 at the age of 37 Samuel 
Brow~ v.as 1nv1ted by the much 
d m1mshed group of f1ve Tadley 
worshippers to m•n.ster to them 
at the Old Meet ng D~ to 
mtsunderstand ngs With the previOUS 
m•n•ster •t w.ls 1811 before he was 
off•c•a"y goven the olfoce Durong Ius 
early p.ls1orship 12 moce members 
JOtncd the congreg.ltlon The poverty 
and low number of h1s worshippers 
meant that he and h•s family led a 
frugal hfe. wh•ch •s what probably led 
John Mulford to leave h1m money 1n 
hi\ wlll•n 1814 He was one of the 
ear• • .t loct~l authors· 'The Protestilnt 
Yout s Instructor' was published 1n 
London •n 1 798. and in 1805 John 
Lucds of Bdsmgsto•e publoshed hrs 
book 'Trohels of a Seek-Truth' This 
was a symbolic narrall\ie comparable 
to Bunyiln's 'Pllgnms Progress' In 
the boo~ T.Jdley Vllage names bear 
a fa•nt rest>mblance to local places 
To defray the cost the pnnt1ng was 
sponsored by over 200 subscnbers 
•nclud•ng severdl Tadley res1dents 
Mr Hesker, M•ss Mdy, Mr D Pnor and 
M1 Andrevvs A copy of th1s boo!<. •s •n 
tht' rare booh secttOO of the Broush 
lobrary 
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Communion pew that stood in front of the pulpit. In 1720 he 

was very ill, and a collection of £3 was made in Newbury for 

him, in one of the Chapels, as it was said that his need was 
great. He was succeeded by Mr. Innis Pearce, who was the son 

of a well-known London man, and always very sickly. There 
is still a letter to be seen from his Aunt to his Father, in which 

she says: "We were very much saddened to read of the sickness 
and weakness of dear little Innis, we do hope his life may be 

spared to make him a living monument of God's mercy." He 

was minister here for 36 years, and died in 1761. At first his wife 

and two children had with himself only £12 a year to live on. 

He had nine children afterwards, and to support them he often 
took duty in the neighbourhood, for which he was paid. He was 

an M.A. of Edinburgh, and though offered preferment in the 

Church of England by a friend of his, he felt it his duty to refuse, 
as he said he was much needed at Tadley. Mr. Pearse wrote and 

published volumes of poetry, hymns and sermons, which he 
sold to help to maintain his wife and children. He wrote in all 

two thousand volumes of sermons, aU in a very dear hand, and 
without any abbreviations. After his death his widow gave five 

volumes that had belonged to him for the use of the TadJey 

Meeting. llowever, these volumes were taken away by one of the 
Trustees of the Meeting, who cut them up into wrappers for the 

goods he sold in his shop. In 1822 there was only one volume 

left, rescued just as it was being torn up. The next minister was 

John Stevens, who came in 1762 and died in 1765. Most of the 
baptisms of the congregation took place at Newbury at this 

time. Mr. Stevens was followed by a Welshman called Prince. He 

did not live here, but at Beenham and Sulham, in which places 
he preached as well as in Tadley. Mr. William Cooper came to 

the Meeting next, leaving in 1780, and died in Essex in 1814. Dr. 

John Duncan, a Scotchman, succeeded him, but he was not liked 
by the congregation, and when he took to admitting members 
of the community who were not approved by the rest of the 

congregation, a great many people left and went to Newbury 

instead. A Mr. Henry Llewellyn Jones came about 1783, but only 
stayed a year. A Mr. Aquila Jones succeeded him, but was onJy 
here a short time. The Rev. Samuel Browne, who had worked 
among the people for some time, was appointed minister in 
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Sunday School Begun by Robert 
..... k~ n I BS to prOVIde a baSK 

gtc >era tJU\.dtoon .,unday Schools 
spread, p.mocularly amongst Non· 
conform1st churches. and by 1851 
ne.,rly two·tt> rds of the 5-14 age 
rang!' attended 
pew rents Rent paod for a pew or 
sottong 1n a church In rural panshes 
the ownership of a pew often passed 
w1th that of a farm or cottage 
day school Th•s extens1on to the Old 
Meet ng, bu1lt n about 1840. •s st•ll 
referred to a~ 'The schoolroom' It was 
probably dassed as a Bnt1sh School. 
In 1801 los(' ph Lancaster formed a 
socoety whiCh was later known as T~ 
Br1t1sh a :l Fore<gn School Sooety, 
backed ,., nly by Nonconformists 
hundreth year A poss ble error by 

•~=oo•- FD The ME't:tong House was granted 
-~;;:,_ •ts hcensE' •n 1718, 194 yE'ars before 
fi!~r;.'SI she was wnMg on 1912 

Somerset House Located 1n the 
Strand and overlooking the Tham~. 
t~ orog nal buoldong was the forst 
Renaossanc:e pa ace'" England It 
was buolt between 1547 -SO for the 
lord Protector Somerset Follow•ng 
hiS executiOn rt was goven to the 
Pr1n<:~s Elizabeth (Queen Elizabeth I) 
and a succ~SIOO of royalty It was 
demol~hed 10 1775 and replaced w•th 
the present buold ng, buolt for the Navy 
Offl(e Betw..en 1836·1973 SomersE't 
House was the repos~tory for b1rth, 
marnage and death cert•f•cates; most 
of the..e ll'Cords are now held at the 
Natoonal Archoves at Kew, Surrey It 1S 
now a VISUd• arts centre 
D.O. 0. tor of O!VImty HostortCally, 
the ~'•ghl·st doctorc~te granted by 
a un1 ..... r.oty It •detltof,.'(( a scholar 
who w ~ 1 c..-.ed to teach Chnst1an 
th· ogy 
consumpt1on CTBI Tuberculos•s IS an 
onfecto 1 d :.1' • ,. ·1 whiCh nodul~ 

tub.:rcl s form on the body tossue 
clOd d~troy 1t It usua ly 1nfetts the 
lungs- pol mcnary tuberculoSIS or 
con .umptoon 

John Mulford's headstone, Mortomer 
West End Chapel, Autumn 2007 
Tdd. 1 dfld 01>11 .. 1 HI II 'Y So< ry 

In later lofe c1 deeply rehgoous man 
whose name survives 1n the road 
named Mulfords H1ll. Little •s known 
of tho~ well known man It is thought 
that hos famoly roots may not he on 
Tadley fD says people asked "who 
hos lam ly were and whefe he came 
from"? Certaonty by 1841 only a few 
Mulfords are recorded locally, 10 the 

~~~~~~~~~~ panshes of Pamber and Bramley. and none on Tadley By fc1r, the most are on 
Beri<sh~re and Somerset It tS generally 
1mplol'd that he died 1n Tadley but, 
at the 11111(' ht> made his WtH, he 
re-.rded 10 Basongstoke. The extenSIVe 
document not only records bequests 
to ·poor r~tlati~t:S and the chapels 
he buolt' but also to vanous rehg1ous 
socoetot's, froends, who mcluded Revd 
Samuel Browne, the grandson of John 
Whotburn, h•s Pd1nter, h1s carpenter 
etc Many coodot1ons were attaChed 
to his bequests eg money left to the 
poor of the Basongstoke and Mortimer 
chapels was • not to those l.ept by 
theu p.Jnshes or of •ndofferent or bad 
character" The Silme VMd descnptoon 
as th.lt pamted of hom hefe appears 
on W~~eral sources It was probably 
oroqona!ly tak.en from the obttuary 
pronted 1n d Readmg newspaper 
on 1814 and wh•ch subsequently 
apprilred on The Trmes on 27 January 
1814. 1t wa~ S~xweeks before John 
Mulford could be buroed due to the 
severe weather ;n January 1814 
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1790. He found the Meeting House very neglected, and the whole 

of the members needing a resident and religious pastor. His 

daughter, Miss Browne, in 1810 started the first Sunday Schoo) 
ever held in connection with the Chapel, and she and her father 

worked most carefully among the people. He died in 1826, and 

was buried in the aisle of the Meeting House. He left his family 

ill-provided for. This was no wonder when all he had was £40 
a year which came from a few subscriptions, pew rents and a 

mortgage, and often it was much less. The Rev. George Jennings 

came, after his death, in 1827. He was very energetic, and as 

the membership had increased he raised funds, and in 1828 he 

enlarged the Chapel, adding a hundred more seats, and after 
a time, eighty more members were added to the community. 

Mr. Jennings started the first day school ever opened in Tadley, 

which replaced the old Dame's School where the children were 

taught before. Mr. Jennings was here till1862. In 1912 was the 
hundredth year since the Meeting House was started, and 

the two-hundred and fiftieth year since the Community was 
first formed. It was decided to renovate the Meeting House as 

a memorial of its foundation. The register of births and deaths 

dates from 1788 to 1835, and is in Somerset House, London. 

Besides the graves in the Chapel there are many old stones in 
the graveyard. To the Rev. Innis Pearce, D.O., born in London, 

educa ted in Edinburgh, Pastor here in 1724. His widow, Anne, is 
buried with him. There are several stones to the family of Webb, 

six ch ildren of Elisha and Judith Webb. Mary died 1805, Joseph, 

1805, Laeitia, 1805, all within the space of two months, and none 

of them over the age of seven. Joshua died, aged 3, in 1893; this 

verse is on the stone: "Sleep softly, sweet blest babe, here freed 
from pain'~ The Webbs must have been a very sickly family, 

as there is a stone also to a son Thomas, who died, aged 17, in 

1819 of consumption, and a married daughter, Martha Adams, 
who died aged 26. "Short was her pilgrimage below, and few 
her wedded years'~ There are graves to people from Padworth, 

Newbury, etc., who were members of the Community. 
These notes on the Parish history would not be complete 

without an account of a very well known Tadley character who 

lived here during a great part of 1700, and the early years of 

1800. This was John Mulford, who was born in October, 1720, 
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The congregat1onal chapel at 
Mor11mer West End was born out of 
the great evangelical rev1valm the late 
t'9hteenth century John Wh1tburn. a 
turf-cutter and convert, held serviCes 
1n h1s cottage unlit m 1798 John 
Mulford f1nanced the bu1fd•ng of the 
chapel The premtses were hcensed for 
~'P m September of that year In 
1805 11 wen enlarged to accommodate 
the ever grOINing congregat1011, aga n 
at John Mulford's ex~. and by the 
1820s 300 people from a around 
regularly attended serv1ces there He 
also buill a house for the M1noster and 
prov1ded an allowance of £20 a year 
towards h1s support 

In 1826 thP Read1ng Evaf19elical 
:.CX.1Ny. wh1ch had been responSJble 
for the chapel, ceased to eXJst. The 
survMng trustees handed •I over, for 
a nom.nal sum, to the trustees of 
the Countess of ConneXJon, whose 
property 11 rerna ns to thiS day 

From 1872 the chapel had no 
sented pastor and by the 1960s 11 
was 1n such a bad state of l'l'j)cJir that 
the trustees dooded to close the now 
unsafe bUild ng However •n 1980 the 
Department of the EnVIfonment gave 
1t Grade II listing Work began m 1991 
on restonng the chapel to 11s former 
glory at a cost of £250.000 Following 
reded•callon m 1993. a resident pastor 
was tnstalled 1n 1995 

travelling people A term, together 
w•th Haw<ers Pedlars and Rornames 
to ck>note those w•th no f•xed abode. 

:r1~~~1~~~~~~~~ used espetlillly 1n the nmeteenth 
;;; century It may or may not denote 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ gypsy ong1ns alms Relief 91ven out of p•ty to the 
poor From the sixteenth century 

~~~~~~~~~~~~§~~ vagrancy wc1s stnctly controlled and pr!Vdt<' dims were forb•dden outside 
of the church II 1s d1ff1CtJil 10 know tf 
th•s refers to begg 119 or requests from 
nlltut ~s 

""""'""'""" mole ~tchers From the eleventh 

IM~~~~~~~~~a~ century m o.>S Wl • caught ror the•r sk•n. 11 wou.J h,JVt: been a prof,tabfe 
OCCUp.liiOO 111001. up tO 100 pelts to 
make the front panels 1 1 a waiStcoat 
cJione In the n1neteenth century 
generations of mole catchers are 
recorded Moleh11fs posed a danger 
to horst>s and nders, cattle and 
agnwltural mdchtnery. 

Morttmer West End Chapel. 
Autumn 2008 rddl<'y nd Oistr'CI 
H. [Vf)' •ry 
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and was remarkable for his many eccentricities. His family lived 
a long time in the parish, and he had the blood of the " travelling 

people" in his veins of which he was enormously proud. He was 
a fine looking man, and was very vain of a long beard which 

reached nearly to his knees, and which in his later days was snow 

white. He dressed in the most expensive clothing which he wore 
with the greatest care for many years at a time. He was a rich 

man, though no one knew where or how he got his fortune. 
He was most generous in charity and religious objects, seldom 

turning from his door any who asked his alms, but he was frugal 
to a degree in his house and kitchen. He would hardly spend 

a penny on his house or table, grudging money spent on all but 

actual necessities. As he grew older he lived alone in his house 
almost as a hermit. He never married, and would never have 

anything to do with his relations. 
People used to ask Mulford who his family were and where he 

came from, and his answer was always the same, "My ancestors 
were mole catchers to William the Conqueror, and my coat 

of arms has three moles, and three mole skins on it." He was 

constant in his attendance at Chapel, and was taught to think 
of religious things by a minister called John Whitburn . It was 

during his life time that he built two Chapels and two houses 
for their ministers, who preached there at his sole expense. One 

of these Chapels was at Basingstoke, the other on Mortimer 

Common, on the borders of Padworth Parish, where constant 
services are still held. ft was Mulford's great wish to die suddenly, 

and this happened on January 7th, 1814, when he died in his 

chair without pain at the advanced age of 94· He had just before 
been standing at his window, as he walked about the room and 
he remarked to those about him, "What a fine day for gossiping 

people to go about and say Old Mulford is dead." He left 

£2o,ooo, which was to be divided between his poor relatives and 
the Chapels he built. He is buried in the graveyard of the Chapel 

he built on Mortimer Common, and this is the epitaph on the 
stone, "Gone to know more, adore more, love more; Christ 
Victorious, Satan Vanquished; Here earth take thy part of John 
Mulford." 
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31, H. 35, 41. ~ I. 'i.I,W 
ll.oullhur>t H 
lledloJ.onpton 13 
Jk,•oohJm 55 
lknh•on 17 
lknh•m.Annt' IS 
Btnh•m. 8tnjamin I I 
lknhun. Edmund 5 .1 
lknhun. G«•~ 27 
lknhJm, lame- Jnd llannJh 15 
1\enhJm, Joan IS 
lknhJon, John I' 
llcnloJm. \\'illiJm I<; 
llcnllJim 17 
lien hem, lkniamon 2'1 
lll\hnp ol \\'on,hc,tcr 21. n 
""""f'\ \\'o...l 21, 4'1 
lli'hllp> \\'o<>d llnu"' 27, ~5>. II. 

43,47 
"•'h"P"''·ood u'-,...._,, . .\~ 
lll•,k l>cJth 15 
llowm.on. JJnt 45 
llc>wm.tn. \1,ortha 4" 
!lowman, ~.Jr.oh 45 
lltl"ng Day .II 
llrJmley Chur<h I 'I 
IIW<J> Jnd '>p~tr' 'I 
Bru" nc, \1i>S 57 
Bmwnr ~ Samud :'i'i 
Burw '<tt"tcn 45 
lluru.:h, AN..hJ1 29 

llutl<'r 15 
Butler, \\'illiJm .II 
llye,\lr 1'1 

c 
Oundl<'r, Rt>l><:rt 2'1 
<.h.orm.m. M.orthJ 4i 
Chri,tnu' 25 
Chur,h l nd W 
Cole,, Roch.or<l I 'I 
Com he llnu"' Won.lmoll I 'I 
Cllngl<tuoh I 'i 
( ·ooper, \\ olli•m .'i'\ 
(npcrurc. )nhoo 15 
(:Cm.knl\.lnhn .!'1 
Cconrdi,'Abr•m JnJ ll11~i><:th 4~ 
C.ntrdl, Jane l'i 
C:rim~.an \\,or 51 
Cropp" \l,llhc" ~'I 
UiJ". O.wlll l'l 
( rips, lamn I' 
( "I'S• John 17 
(rip,, su,.nn.dt 17 
< rip,. \\'olloam .ontl Ann 45 
Cr01m•~ll. 011\er 'i.l 
em,.,, \\ilium !'I 
Cullom ~'I 
( :urtls 15 

0Jme\ '-<huol \'1, 57 
Dawtrl', Rllh.orJ 
Dean(~ ]I 

Ded!..-.t,lkl \\' 11 
l>t.'<' Be<t, R<'l \\'olloJm 27 
de lud. l'hilor !7 
f)i,kcr, fran'" 2'1 
lx..:> IJn<' 5.1 
Dulhn, I hotth I~ 
Dun,Jn, I )r John !'>5 

E 
r.onhqu.tkc .II 
l'dinhurgh '' 57 
Elloot 2'\ 
fJmhur-t ~I.!.',.\'~. I~ 
Engktid.l. llo/JI><:th 2'1 
fnglt"11ciJ, <ft"C'r~e 27 
l'nttltficiJ. lnhn 27 
I ngldi<ld, M •rth.o l'l 
I ngkficld, \l.o" 17 
I nKkfodd, !>.troth 17 
Es\t:\ 5~ 
Ew~huN W 

larnh•m 3'1 
1111 "'""' Rq:oruiJ U 
loll \t,,.h,·n,ll<nr) IJ 

l'olkn \ l.u m II 
Fmc\ II•••~ ul MJrtl'r> 2 1 

c 
<.:.uJuu.-r' 53 
!~r.olllntoun1Y 
<iilc, .!9 
GiJe,. \hr.ah.oon and ).one 45 
<~ib. Ann MJrv 43 
(~ole,, \l.ory \nn IS 
!ilc.tnong .11 
(,rJie).trd. 'tl'•·tn'> Chur~h '' 
<.r .. ·.u 1•1d~Ue 25 
Great \\onJmoll.\kJdtm 1'1 

II 
llam. C.aro)l>ll<' 1'\ 
ll.un. lnhn \\J' 1'1 
11.1111. Rllh,orJ .anti \nne 45 
ll.lnlliiiJII<lll 11 
ll.rminf(t<m, Johoo 21 
I!Jnooooll(tnn, MJog.trtt 19 
I!Jnnoolghm. Rq:nolu I 'I 
IIJnningtuoo, '" R<>bert 11 
llannon~t<>oo• 1'1 
llum"•nrth, \om 2'1 
ll•rm"•nrth,l>a•id 47 
ll.arm,,.orth, ( .curgc 17 
HJrmw><>rth. June' 47 
IIJrm'""rth. J<•hn 2'1 
ll.orm\1\'t>rth. I c.oh 45 
I!Jrm<wurtlo, I to<y 17 
I!Jromwortlo, Mr' 49 
ll.oonh"urth. s.orJh 43 
I!JJIJU\\o>rth, \\'ollo.ont 49 
ll••kr, ll.annJh 2'1 
lb,.kioh, lnhn Jnd lkm ·15 
u .... ~in;., \\ olli.om 45 
llc<lt:«"k, IIJnnJh ·LI 
llnl~,:c., 1 hum.a• -li 
lien<~ ludic•" 17 
llnt.il, b<cllor r, I 
lli,k, lk.t<h 17 
Hi<k' llcJ•h<·' 17 
Hide ~~ 
lloh">n,ICllon ~I 
II<M><l, I hom.a' !'I 
ff·•rn"'-·\ c;rt"C'n \'1 
lluru. M.an· l"J 
hurncan .. · ·2~ 

JJilll'' 2'1, 111 
IJIIIC,, "'' 15 
lt'llllln~\~ l~f.'\ c;,",rgc 57 
Jcr\ut~·. ThnmJ, .!9 
lunn, -'•1uil.a ~~ 
Jon<'>. I knry I 1<'\\dl) n 55 

6t 



,-...., l111 lll,lnRr 01 '1'.\ lll.l \" by Florl'llce Davidson 

62 

"~"'l"hottl'~rk 5I 
Kew, ).toe 17 
"•mber. h os 27 
Komber r.muh· 25 
King'> l ligh\\J) 21 
King Ch.orlc' I 17, 25 
King ( harl6 II 29,51 
Kong John 13 
Kint:'dcr~ 9, Ll, 25 
""it:ht. Henry 2.l 

L 
l.ilundcet, Widow 19 
le Barne lfcJthe 21 
le" "• l hom.1s 29 
Lop'<umhe 29 
Li l>><umbe'> Pia<< ·II 
liulc !Ieath 39 
Ionic Windmill C'lu\C 19 
llovd. Re" lu"hiu> 31 
london 57 
I .on-grove 2'1 
Ludlo" I 5, 17 
Ludlu\\, Cnlond 19 
I udluw, hlmund r-, I<J 
l.udluw, (,<'Orge 19 
I udlow. llenry 17 
Ludh>w, Sir Fdmund 17 
Ludlow, Willoam IS 

~~ 
Market gardemng 41 
Mar>hall, William 21 
1-.IJrt)"·Bu<Jkot 21 
\1,1''""· Robert 27 
\lattingle)'. Roch,,rd 29 
\lay l)ay 43 
Meeung Huu\C S3, 57 
Mills. Harriet 13 
Mills, I...,.~< 45 
\I ill>, R~<hJrd ••nd Phnchc .J5 
~longer, Mary 45 
Monk Sherborne 23, 25, •19 
More.Joan 15 
More, William Jllc IS 
\forti mer Common 59 
\luthc, \\'illi•m 23 
\lulford, J<>hn 57, 59 
\lung<·r.Janc 29 

N 
:'oiJ>h,).lmes 43 ,.,h. Mary t\nn 17 
"'"'bur)' ~5. 27, 55,57 
Ne" College, Oxlord 21 
'lormans II 
'lunhidc 31 

0 
OJIJ<-v l l 
o .• kl~· llall 17 
01Wton 13,2}, ~/,41,53 
o .. uy, Re1·. Thom,t< 53 

p 
Padwnroh <;7, $9 
Pamb.:r I 5, 25 
PJmhcr Forest 9, I 3, Is. 29 
PJmbcr lkath IS 
I' amber School .W 

l'.ui~h. [d\\".lfd ~9. 35 
I'Jrish register\ 17. 31, H 
Pc.1rcc, Ann~ 57 
Pearce, lkv. lnni' 55,57 
PeaN, \nne :;s 
l'el'Cht. ~" John I~ 
Penfurd. Jane 47 
Phillip,, EdwJrd 2'1 
l'od.d Clo.e II 
I'll ked M~adow I I 
PICk! II 
l'ilcher. Will iJm 17 
l'ilgrnn. Ralfc 19 
Poathmg IS 
Pocotk, I >mah 29 
l'rmcc 55 
l'ronr. l>.wid ·17 
Prior,llenry and Rkhard 19 
l'rior, Thomd\ 29 
Prior family I Y, 25, 27. 41.49 
l'uritan CJl'liiOil 51 

Q 
QU<'l'll llit.abeth 17, (<), 21 

llanl>dell 39 
Recto~ of Ovenun 27 
Rcgbtcr of birth' and M.llh' 57 
Ri.:h.ord><m, t homas 4.1 
Ri!lht, llclen 27 
Roger\, M r 3i 
RnmJII\ Y, II 

\aulcz, Mr 43 
SJunder•, Fhtabeth and John 

45 
Saundcf\, Mrs 35 
Sa under~. Will iam 15 
Scarlet lcHr 31 
ScJrf<o f.tmily 15 
ShdTddc, Wilham 21 
Shdlicld, Richard I 'I 
Sherbonoc (or 1\Nng,tokc) 

Ro.ul 41 
Sherborne St John 17. 21. 2.1 
Shoreland, \\'1lliam 19 
Sikhc,tco 'J. 31 
Sikhntt•r Common 21 
Simr>'>(tn,l k nry IS 
SllliJ'~On, Henry ilnd Dorcas 45 
~kmncr, Mr 35,37 
~mallpox outhrc.•k 25 
~mugglmg >1 
'muggting H 
Somerwt llou,c, London 57 
StaCC)'• ( amhne 47 
StJ•C)'• Mar)' 29 
~te\clh, )ohn 55 
~lt.•\co-,, Mr. S5 
Stc1cn•. William 21 
~till, Robnt I 'I 
~tnrrns 2:9 
~tl'eter 21 
St Peter's Chur,h 13,21 
Stratficld>.~y< 31 
Stroud. n.wod 45 
~trnud. llenry and \Jr,llt 45 
St Thoma.~· Day 2.1 
Sulh.oms 55 
Sunday school '>7 
S)·mpson, John 2\1 

'>)•mpson,Jo-eph 27 
Svmp,on, Mr 23 

T 
'l,1<lddc 13 
l.1dlcy Chapel ~I 
Iadley Church 
~ St l'ctcr\ Church 27 

ladle>· Common 37 
ladle) Meeting 55 
Tadlcy f'IJ<e 13. 15. 17. 19, H 
Tadlow 25 
l.u~. Rev.)o;eph S.l 
' l,J)·Icr, Mary 29 
'lcderl~i II 
I hcAngd 35 
I he Hind~ llc.1d JS 
The White I .omb, 39 
rhomas. l lit.!bcth 19 
Thorp.Ann 31 
1 horpc, Mr. 41 
1 hoo f><' family 25 
lHhcrle)· II 
ful>b,William N 
I mlcrley If 
1\oll. Elita 4 .l 
Twyhere, Rilhard 15 

\' 
\'ync 17.21 

w 
W.llkner> I of\ ·I I 
\\aterloo. BJul< of 37.49 
Wat>On, Wilham 43 
Webb 29 
Wcbb,l.h>h.l and Judi rh '!>7 
Webb, l<»cph 57 
W<hh, Joshua 57 
Wc·bh. Lacitia 57 
Webb, Ma rv 57 
Webb, Tho~lJ\ .11. 57 
Welch, H.tn nah 47 
Wcst,Ann 29 
\\'est~ lame:' ·17 
We<;t, ).me 1'1 
West.)Ud)' 29 
we,t, R.llph 29 
We>t, Robert 53 
Wc,t fam1lv 25 
Wc>tiV~, Rc\ )<heph 23 
\\1rcat, Nichola,. 27 
Whitburn,)<>hn 59 
Whit~ hoop making ~9 
Wildcr.llarriet Anne 31 
Willi.Hm, Mr 41 
Willi.un the Conqueror 59 
\\ onlhester 13. 31, 13 
Wonlhcstcr Ca,tlc 15 
Wmdwr 9 
Windsor C.11tle 13 
Wither, R"hard 19 
Wither>, fhc 21 
Withey' (willows) 9 
Wohcrton 13 
Wootton I!JS~t 35 
Wyd<>rd> 15, 17 

Young. ThomJI !9 
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ERRATA 
How soul destroying that after so many hours of checking and re-checking we 
now find there to be a number of minor errors, which we bring to your attention. 
Page 3 line 5 "refered" should read - referred 
Page 3 line 7 should read - allowed to keep 
Page 3 line 8 " .. felt as if .. " should read - felt that if 
Page 4 line 9 "lliving" should read - living 
Page 7 line 16 " .. authors.name .. "should read - author's name 
Page 10 line 6 " .. native to the Europe .. " should read - native to Europe 
Page 19 line 6 "vestiages" should read - vestiges 
Page 58 Mortimer Common -line 23 -omission. Should read 

The Countess of Huntingdon's Connexion. 
Page 18 Whilst we are aware that there is no j in the Roman alphabet this extract 

was faithfully typed from Walter Money's translation of the original. 
N.B. We draw your attention to the Introduction, page 7, regarding the spelling 

of certain words within the FD text. 



Books and pamphlets published by T ADS 

Around Tadley- people and places £900(£10.75) 
A collecuon of photographs recordtnJ! hfc m Tad ley 

Around Tad ley- fact and fable £8.00 (£'J.75) 
An encyclopaedaa of anfonnauon about the Tadlc)' area 

Street Names and Their Origins £2.00 (£2.50) 
An alphabetical guide to the ongins of street names rn Tadley, 
Baughurst nod the Pombers by Mane Lclhott and Alan Albery 

Tad ley During my Time and Before £/ 50 (£2.00) 
A repnnt of E:rnre Krmber's book of remmrsccnccs ofTadley hfe 

Some Account of the Village of Tadley rn Hampshire, and 
of the Independent Church there l2 00 (£2.50) 
A repnnt of Dan rei Benham's 1862 hrstory ofTadley and the 
Independent Church 

The IIi story of Tad ley £6.00 (£7.20) 
Reprtnt of Florence Davrdson's 1913 book, wrlh rllustrauons and 
annotations Now on sale. 

Maps 
Aldermaston Airfield 1943 (Num ber 101) £300 (£3.50) 

Alderma, ton Airfield dispersed sites in Tadley 1943 
(Number 102) £300 (£3.50) 

TAOS pubhcatrons may be ordered from Tadley and Distnct 
Hrstory Society, PO Box 7264, Tadley, Hampshire, RG26 3FA. 
Prices in brackets rnclude post and packing. 
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